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SPORTS EDITOR
Coming into the fi rst-ever, Baruch-hosted Spikefest event without a win, the Baruch men’s volleyball team 
dropped its fourth match of the season against the New York University Violets in four sets on Feb. 4.
Th e highly anticipated match started with the Bearcats drawing fi rst blood, just narrowly edging out the 
Violets 25-23, but the home team was unable to keep the fl ow going in the following sets. 
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On Jan. 27, Ri-
hanna released 
“Work,” the fi rst 
and only single 
from her al-
bum. Rumored 
to release on 
the same day 
of Adele’s third  
album, Anti 
dropped earlier 
than expected after last-minute 
production changes.
ARTS & STYLE 14
Rihanna suprises fans with 
album release Anti (p. 14)
February is 
an exciting 
month for 
gamers, with 
new games, 
DLCs and past 
releases made 
available to 
new platforms. 
Besides Street Fighter V, gamers 
can look forward to games like 
Far Cry Primal and Assassin’s 
Creed Chronicles: Russia.
SCIENCE & TECH 16
Street Fighter V among 
February releases (p. 16)
Federer, who 
currently holds 
17 Grand Slam 
titles under 
his belt, is the 
all-time men’s 
Grand Slam 
singles champi-
on, however, a 
promising young Djokovic looks 
to surpass that mark. After taking 
down Federer in the semifi nals, 
Djokovic went on to defeat Mur-
ray (6-1, 7-5, 7-6).
SPORTS 20
Djokovic prevails overseas 
against Murray (p.20) 
Apple’s an-
nounced in its 
fi rst quarterly 
report of 2016 
on Jan. 26. Th e 
tech giant’s 
revenue set a 
record at $75.9 
billion, but fell 
short of Wall 
Street’s expec-
tations. Apple announced a divi-
dend of $.52 per share.
BUSINESS 11
Apple ﬁ rst quarter report 
falls short on sales (p. 11)
Inaugural ‘Spikefest’ ends in Baruch loss
After a long and 
arduous battle, 
women will 
fi nally be able 
to serve their 
country in all 
military combat 
positions, and 
to deny them 
that right is unpatriotic. Women 
in combat roles were granted full 
participation rights from the U.S. 
Department of Defense. 
OPINIONS 7
Women to ﬁ nally join mili-
tary in combat roles (p. 7)
The Baruch men’s volleyball team lost their fourth straight match and have yet to win a game in their 2016 campaign.
BY BIANCA MONTEIRO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Ascend Baruch held their fi rst general interest meeting of the spring 
semester to review their upcoming agenda and introduce their com-
mittee. Th eir mission is to maximize the global business potential of 
Pan-Asian and to serve as the collective voice of their community.  
Held in VC 2-125 on February 2, the meeting highlighted the club’s 
main objectives as well as provided an overall look into the club for 
those interested in membership. Around fi fty people were present at 
the meeting, enjoying food and gathering insight on the club. Prospec-
tive students lined up for pizza during the club’s presentation. A lively 
icebreaker concluded the session. 
Founded by Jeff  Chin in 2005, Ascend Baruch’s student chapter, 
headed by president is Wendy Li, is the largest business organization on 
campus. Th ough the club aims to assist aspiring businesspeople of Pan-
Asian descent, students of all ethnicities are encouraged to join.
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
USG welcomes students back 
with an activity-packed week
BY NICOLE CLEMONS
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Baruch College’s Under-
graduate Student Government 
discussed club budgets and up-
coming events in their fi rst senate 
meeting of the Spring semester 
on Feb. 2.
One upcoming event USG 
has prepared for is the New York 
State Association of Black and 
Puerto Rican Legislatives, Inc. 
45th Annual Legislative Con-
ference. Th e conference will be 
held in Albany from Feb. 12-14. 
It will consist of many receptions, 
workshops and meetings for stu-
dent representatives and state 
and city legislators. 
According to a statement on 
their website, the NYSABPRL’s 
goal is to “promote the com-
mon good, social and general 
welfare of the community; fos-
ter and maintain an interest in 
racial tolerance in the world; to 
encourage the development of 
the community and promote 
economic growth.” 
 CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
USG discusses 
spring agenda 
in first senate 
meeting
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The Oﬃ  ce of Student Life organized the Candyland event held on February 4, al-
lowing students to jump and take a break from classes during welcome week.
BY EDWIN MOREL AND JONATHAN SPERLING
NEWS EDITOR AND SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Students returned for the Spring semester with a message from Ba-
ruch’s Undergraduate Student Government welcoming back everyone 
for a fresh start in 2016. Hosting their annual “Welcome Week,” the USG 
spread positive vibes to all who passed the halls on the second fl oor of 
the Vertical Campus or happened to wander into the main gym during 
club hours on Feb. 4.  
For her third consecutive semester, Nardine Salama, vice president 
of USG, was in charge of the production of Welcome Week. Being that 
she had the chance to learn from her last two experiences in order to 
grow this Welcome Week, Salama said that practice makes perfect. 
“Th is year was so successful, because we started working on Welcome 
Week from the very fi rst week of January; we divided up the work, and 
everyone who said they would do something followed through.” 
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
Baruch’s Pan-Asian ASCEND 
recruiting new student members 
CALVIN RONG | THE TICKER
A major blizzard hit the mid-Atlantic and Northeast regions over the weekend of 
Jan. 22. Photographer Calvin Rong set out to capture a snow-covered Gramercy.
From around the city: Snowy Daze
Check out the rest of Calvin Rong’s photo essay on The Ticker’s new 
website: www.theticker.co
AGATA PONIATOWSKI | THE TICKER
 Th e U.S. Department of 
Energy announced support 
for a three-year collaboration 
with Queens College, Electric 
Power Research Institute and 
the New York Power Authority. 
Research will be conducted at 
Queens College, where the solar 
system storage will be placed. 
Th e group plans to create a solar 
photovoltaic system in support 
of the SunShot Initiative’s Sus-
tainable and Holistic Integration 
of Energy Storage. Th e initiative 
aims to ensure a more sustain-
able energy system in case of 
emergency. A Solar PV program 
is also in the works to increase 
solar-generated electricity 
through integrated photovoltaic 
and energy storage solutions. 
Th e system will be built near the 
Fitzgerald Gymnasium.
________________________ 
10,000 parody versions of 
Th e New York Times were dis-
tributed on Feb. 2. Th e issue’s 
cover headline read, “Rethink-
ing our 2015 Coverage on Israel-
Palestine: A Supplement.” Th e 
headlines highlighted the Pal-
estinian call for boycott, divest-
ment and sanctions on Israel. 
One story says that Mayor Bill 
de Blasio will hold a conference 
on Islamophobia at Brooklyn 
College. Th e article was in refer-
ence to a secret meeting where 
de Blasio pledged that City Hall 
is always open to the American 
Israeli Public Aff airs Commit-
tee. In the corrections section 
of the satire issue it read, “It has 
come to our attention that the 
vast majority of articles about 
violence in Israel and the oc-
cupied Palestinian territories 
have failed to include the names 
of Palestinians killed by Israeli 
forces.” Th e groups who claimed 
the work of the paper include 
Jewish Voice for Peace New 
York, Jews Say No! and two oth-
er groups who went unnamed. 
________________________
In an attempt to change atti-
tudes and improve competency 
in healthcare systems, a pilot 
program will be held in an ur-
ban clinic. Th e aim is to promote 
positive attitudes, while provid-
ing specialized provider train-
ing to increase knowledge about 
transgender health and needs. 
Th ree training sessions were 
delivered to the staff  of New York 
City-based outpatient clinics 
serving mostly people of low so-
cioeconomic status. A pre- and 
post-lecture from the two-hour 
training revealed a change in 
attitudes toward transgender 
individuals, related clinical skills 
and more awareness of trans-
phobic practices
________________________
CUNY requested a mediator 
from the Public Employment Re-
lations Board for their contract 
negotiations with PSC CUNY. 
Negotiations are currently on 
hold, but PSC-CUNY plans to 
work with a mediator to address 
the issues in negotiation, includ-
ing a petition on Jan. 26. Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo targeted CUNY 
for $485 million in state cuts in 
last month’s budget proposal 
for the new fi scal year, although 
his proposal also includes $240 
million to pay for contract costs. 
PERB has to determine whether 
an impasse exists between PSC 
and CUNY. A neutral mediator 
will be present. It is also possible 
that a panel may be present to 
make non-binding recommen-
dations based on facts.
________________________
COMPILED BY 
EDWIN MOREL
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With diff erent members focusing on diff erent aspects of Welcome 
Week, the turnout was signifi cant, and students were actively participating 
in everything off ered. Fliers, cover photos and T-shirts were all designed 
and ordered by the Christina Young, vice chair of marketing.
Th e “Dreaming of Potatoes” event kicked-off  Welcome Week on Mon-
day with the help of Baruch’s Th espian Club. Agata Poniatowski, chair of 
public aff airs, led USG in the planning for the event. 
As students lined up in droves on the second fl oor, they were encour-
aged to jot down a dream they had before being served a variety of hot 
food, including chicken, french fries, baked beans, meatballs and the mar-
quee entree, baked potatoes. Th e dreams were then passed on to Baruch 
Th espian Club members to act out on a stage nearby.
“I think it’s something completely diff erent from what USG normally 
does,” explained Poniatowski. “It gives a nice, new kind of feeling to Wel-
come Week that has not been done before a million times.” She continued, 
“Incorporating the Th espian Club is something that I really wanted to do 
because we could show-off  that Baruch also has not just USG planning big 
events, but we also have [the] Th espian Club and other clubs that are wel-
come to help us out.”
Potato House supplied enough food for 250 people, and the popularity 
of the event could easily be inferred by the rapidly depleting stock.
“I think it is great start to Welcome Week, considering (it was) the fi rst 
day of classes,” said Christina Russo, arts administration major and vice 
president of Th espian Club. 
Several spectators of the event also affi  rmed the welcoming atmo-
sphere. “I think it’s kind of good, especially since the Th espian Club just 
started maybe a year ago, so it’s good that USG is pairing up [with Th espian 
Club] because there’s a lot to learn if you are a smaller club,” said Melanie 
DiPalma, a member of Exit, Stage Left.
Th e Gamer was the second event of the week held by USG on Feb. 2. 
Ehtasham Bhatti, USG representative senator, headed the planning of this 
event, which included two game installations for the day in the second 
fl oor lounge and game room. Students challenged each other in Dance 
Dance Revolution, battling for bragging rights of the best footwork.  On 
the other side of the room, students gathered around to watch others race 
while playing Virtual Reality racecar game.
Welcome Week’s unwavering spirit was noticeable midway through 
the week with Wednesday’s “Netfl ix and Chill” event, which attracted 
hordes of viewers.
A wide variety of muffi  ns, Starbucks coff ee and two white leather 
couches made for an inviting environment in which students could sit 
back, relax and watch television.
“Not everybody is in the mood to do some activity, plus everyone is 
running towards classes, so the best thing we thought of was to put some 
couches out there and giving out some free muffi  ns and coff ee,” said Vi-
ral Shah, representative senator. “Th is will make the mood easier for them 
since it is the fi rst week of class.” 
Students were also given free USG-themed planners, t-shirts, stylus 
pens and sticky notes in addition to an abundance of food. At one point, 
the line of students eager to get in on the event stretched from the second 
fl oor landing to just past the S.E.E.K. offi  ce.
“It’s a place where everyone can come together and socialize a little bit 
in a school where maybe that is not a student’s top priority, but it gives 
students an opportunity to take the time out of their hectic schedule.” said 
Yenenehe Tedla, accounting major. “I think it’s a pretty cool event that USG 
has put together, and it looks like it’s doing pretty well.”
USG decided not to host an event on Th ursday out of respect to other 
on-campus events hosted by student-run clubs and organizations. In-
stead, they helped plan, pay for and market for the Offi  ce of Student Life’s 
recreation of Candyland in the main gymnasium. “We wanted to support 
the other initiatives to the best of our abilities,” said Salama. 
Th e gym was fl ooded with blown-up bouncy houses, castles and rocky 
mountain climbing on blow-up mountains.  For those who were not jump-
ing around and falling over, two professionals were doing caricature draw-
ings of students, and nameplates were being made for those who lined 
up. To accommodate all the expended energy on jumping and waiting on 
lines, smoothies, candy and cookies were being off ered around the gym.
“Bearcats on Ice” will be the next big hosting from USG to come. USG 
rents out Rockefeller Center Ice Skating Rink for several hours, allowing 
students to come and skate for free. 
USG spreads positive vibes with Welcome Week
With numerous events throughout the week planned out for students, USG made themselves available for a fun time away from class. 
New and current Baruch students take part in the festivities during “Welcome 
Week,” from Feb.1 to Feb.4. Music courtesy of WBMB greeted students, who also 
enjoyed an adventure through Candyland (above) and blow-up rock walls (below).
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VR Race Cars was one of the installations during “Welcome Week”, from Tuesday’s 
“Gamer” event. Dance Dance Revolution  was also oﬀ ered in part of the event. 
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Centered around professional 
growth and development, the 
club focuses on preparing stu-
dents interested in going into a 
professional career. Students who 
are not in business-related majors 
are also encouraged to join. 
Th e help off ered—usually in work-
shops—prepares students to excel 
in any professional environment. 
Two of the executive board mem-
bers are majoring in non-business 
fi elds and still fi nd that Ascend’s 
off erings are rewarding.
Derek Xie, vice president of 
technology for the student orga-
nization, said he joined for the 
possibilities off ered. “I came here 
for opportunities.”
Opportunities appear to be 
at every turn at Ascend. Th e club 
off ers a wide variety of real con-
nections for students who are 
looking for real-world experience. 
Among many others, some rec-
ognized sponsors of the organi-
zation include General Electric, 
Mercedes-Benz, and New York Life 
Insurance Company. Raymond 
Huang, vice president of member-
ship of the Ascend chapter, said 
the question many students ask 
themselves is,  “How am I going 
to stand out from the person next 
to me or the person in front of me 
[in an interview]?” 
Th anks to the club’s familiar-
ity with companies like JP Morgan 
Chase, Huang claimed, “We will 
help you.” Members are a part of a 
larger community of Ascend mem-
bers, which includes past alumni 
who have had extensive business 
work experience and off er their 
help and guidance to students. 
Past club events include network-
ing luncheons and conventions, 
most notably a recent trip to Dis-
neyland. For students looking for 
additional responsibilities, the 
club off ers a Legacy Leadership 
Program and the opportunity to be 
mentored or become a mentor for 
other students. Once you are offi  -
cially an Ascend member, you can 
apply to become an assistant vice 
president. Th is semester, Ascend is 
holding seven professional events 
in addition to monthly meetings. 
Ascend Baruch hosts’ social 
events for Ascend students all 
over the country. Ascend  priori-
tizes providing students with the 
necessary tools to develop both 
academically and professionally 
in addition to becoming mentally 
and emotionally prepared. In past 
years, Ascend Baruch has attended 
such events, along with student 
chapters from New York Univer-
sity, Pace University and Fordham 
University. At the end of each year, 
the club hosts a banquet, invit-
ing students from other Ascend 
chapters. Events like this allow for 
students to socialize with other 
people who are on similar paths, 
fostering a deeper sense of shared 
purpose and community.
While Ascend off ers students 
many opportunities to better 
themselves as professionals; Mon-
ica Juwita, the vice president of 
professional events, indicated ben-
efi tting from the club requires time 
and eff ort. She said, “you get [back] 
whatever you contribute”. 
Last year the club was approved 
for a $4000 budget from USG. Th e 
money went toward career devel-
opment workshops, guest-speaker 
events, Big 4 events, GI meetings, 
mock interviews, co-sponsorships 
and social events. 
To join Ascend, students must 
go online to www.ascendbaruch.
org and apply under “Full-Time 
Undergraduate Student” for a 
fee of $25. Students interested 
in learning more about Ascend 
should make sure to attend their 
next general interest meeting on 
Feb. 11, 2016, in VC 2-125. 
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ASCEND hosts first general meeting
The Pan-Asian chapter is interested in growing membership by welcoming students of Baruch to join.
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Th is year, 18 Baruch students 
will join a few members of USG, 
the University Student Senate and 
other CUNY student governments 
on a trip to Albany to discuss 
CUNY student issues, such as 
the pending continuation of the 
Rational Tuition Plan, the 
DREAM Act and other matters 
with legislators. 
Daniel Dornbaum, Baruch 
USG’s vice president of legislative 
aff airs and USS alternate, will be 
in attendance at the NYSABPRL 
Legislative Conference. 
“We’ll be meeting with the 
speaker of the New York State 
Assembly, Carl Heastie, we’ll also 
be meeting with assembly mem-
ber J. Gary Pretlow. So we have 
appointments to meet with them 
and their staff ers,” explained 
Dornbaum. 
Th e conference starts with 
an opening reception from Michele 
R. Titus, the NYSABPRL chairper-
son, and a breakfast with Th omas 
DiNapoli, New York state comp-
troller, according to the schedule 
posted on the conference 
website. 
“A large portion of the day 
are these individual break out 
rooms where legislators come, 
and they speak for a few minutes; 
there are other speakers, and 
you learn all sorts of diff erent 
things,” said Dornbaum. 
“It’s neat to have stu-
dents go to diff erent work-
shops, we don’t have to stay 
as a group at that point so students 
get to feel out things that they’re 
interested in.”
Dornbaum states that he is 
most excited to meet with Heastie. 
“Being in the same room as the 
speaker is always awesome, so 
having even a few minutes of 
his time is great.” 
Heastie has an MBA in fi -
nance from Baruch. Dorn-
baum says he is most excited to 
“pick his brain about all sorts 
of issues that students are inter-
ested in,”
“He’s been an ally of CUNY, 
and now that he’s one of three 
men in the room, it gives us a 
powerful ally, which is always 
good.”
Although sign-ups are closed 
for the NYSBPRL Legislative 
Conference, Baruch students 
have the chance to join USG and 
USS on a day trip up to Albany 
for the Annual Higher Education 
Action Day. 
On Th ursday, Feb. 25, USS, 
along with New York Public 
Interest Research Group, the 
Professional Staff  Congress and 
other groups, will be taking 
students for free to meet with lo-
cal legislators about student is-
sues. Eight buses will be leaving 
that morning from diff erent areas 
around the fi ve boroughs to bring 
to the event. 
“We’re up there, there’s a rally 
and hopefully you get face time 
with legislators. It’s a great envi-
ronment. Students from all around 
the state will be coming to 
have their voices heard,” 
explained Dornbaum.  
Registration for the event is 
still open and available on the 
USS website. “Right now, nobody 
wants to go, it’s a Th ursday. Th ere 
are classes and nobody wants to 
miss class,” admitted Dornbaum. 
“I think it’s a great opportunity 
for students to be a part of the 
legislative process and I hope that 
more students will sign up.”
USG discusses Albany 
trip and club budgets
Members of Ascend are gathered with students who expressed interest in joining 
the group. Although they are a Pan-Asian chapter, they welcome all students.
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Opinions
CUNY students often gripe about the woes of attending a commut-
er school, as opposed to something more traditional. Th e more naive 
among us come into college expecting the same kind of atmosphere 
depicted in fi lms and on television—a vast expanse of a campus situ-
ated on rolling hills, where students can spread picnic blankets on the 
quad. Our reality is diff erent than this idealized notion of college life. 
Students tend to fall in one of two camps—those who want to make 
the most of their experience in spite of the inherent disadvantages of 
attending a commuter school, and those who cannot be bothered.
Th at is to say, a good number of us make valiant eff orts to be in-
volved on-campus and to create a welcoming environment for those 
who seek it out. Th ese eff orts are always supported in some way by 
the administration. In other words, there exists both a desire for, and a 
practical manifestation of, student life. 
Th e problem then becomes getting more people involved. It is one 
thing to have the same group of people seek out engagement continu-
ously, but it is an entirely diff erent thing to attract new people and keep 
them interested. Th is is a fundamental issue that all student organiza-
tions struggle with; off ering free food only gets you so far.
Welcome Week, USG’s weeklong initiative to help students old and 
new acclimate to the new semester, is a good example of a student-
driven, time-sensitive eff ort to engage people.  Transfer students are a 
prime target, as well as returning students who just need that daily dose 
of positivity within the chaos that is the fi rst week of classes. Welcome 
Week culminated in Spike Fest, during which the men’s volleyball team 
played against New York University.
Battle of Lexington, the major sporting event of the year, is another 
exhibition of school pride. Th is year, the men’s and women’s basketball 
teams are going up against the Brooklyn College Bulldogs. 
Teams of students register in advance and compete to show off  
their “Baruch spirit, Baruch pride, and tons of originality.” Battle of 
Lex is not only a sporting event, but a fan contest meant to gener-
ate as much hype as possible. Th is year, the prizes for the winning 
teams are an escape the room package, a Baruch gear gift basket, and 
weekly unlimited Metrocards. 
Th e problem is exactly that--students who feign interest in Welcome 
Week and Battle of Lex do so primarily because they get something in 
return. Getting people to care is diffi  cult, but that begs the question--do 
we lack that community feeling because we go to a commuter school 
or because we do not care enough to really try? What we are left to deal 
with is that vicious cycle.
FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD
Battle of Lexington needs 
support from Baruch students
REBECCA VICENTE | THE TICKER
The United States Depart-ment of Defense has grant-ed full participation rights 
to women in all combat roles in 
the U.S. military. While this was 
enacted throughout the entire 
military, there are several other 
branches of the Department of De-
fense that are unfairly in disagree-
ment with the decision, including 
the Marine Corps.
Th e argument that women 
should not be allowed to serve 
their country in this way because 
they “distract men” from complet-
ing their task is a debasing insult to 
both women and men. It suggests 
that women are only useful when it 
comes to their allure and that men 
are brainless and unable to muster 
the ability to focus on the task at 
hand. No one wins with this kind of 
mentality. Th at is why this granted 
freedom was an important win to 
acknowledge and support. 
Th is mentality is still prevalent 
today in most facets of American 
life: dress codes at school enforce 
it, job opportunities enforce it, 
wages in corporate life enforce it. 
But now we can proudly say that 
national defense, which is perhaps 
the most strenuous example of this 
stigma broken by any governmen-
tal group, is leveling the fi eld be-
tween men and women. 
Th is should be regarded as a win 
for feminism and for our troops. 
Besides the fact that this plan yields 
greater contribution to the U.S. mil-
itary since it is opening its door to 
copious other people, this change 
is also incredibly signifi cant be-
cause it provides another tier that 
promotes social equality. 
Women now have the opportu-
nity to advance to higher military 
positions. Th ere no longer can be 
a gap between women’s and men’s 
abilities because both genders are 
being trained to handle the same 
situations. From a positive stand-
point, this course of action will 
empower women and create trust 
and camaraderie between men 
and women. 
Men will not feel the need to 
be protective of women anymore 
because this time, women will be 
in the fi eld with them, protecting 
them, fi ghting off  our enemies and 
keeping our country safe together. 
We have fi nally arrived at the 
point of progression in our society. 
No longer do married heterosexual 
couples have to be separated if 
they do not want to be. No longer 
do households of married hetero-
sexual couples have to emulate 
1940s lifestyle during which wives 
remained at home while husbands 
were off  at war or in combat. How 
free and liberating it actually is for 
those women who have felt stifl ed 
by legal exclusion for all these years 
of battle. 
It also seems constitutionally 
unjust to deny someone the oppor-
tunity to express his—or  her now –
love of patriotism to the country by 
forbidding him or her from serving. 
Th ere have been arguments 
about letting women serve in na-
tional defense because, historical-
ly, only three women were able to 
pass the fi tness exam. It led to the 
extension of the idea that women 
are physically incapable of com-
pleting the same arduous training 
that men complete before serving 
for our nation. But perhaps this is 
only because women are not typi-
cally raised to push themselves to 
those same abilities. 
Maybe if we raise our women to 
value physical strength and fi tness 
the same way we encourage our 
men to, we would have diff erent 
outcomes. With this implementa-
tion in the military, however, more 
than 200,000 women will serve to 
inspire generations as well as to 
protect civilians. 
It should be emphasized that 
these women will be in training 
throughout the duration of their 
military service. Th ey will be able to 
develop physical strength and skills 
during their time in training, just 
like every other person who wishes 
to do so. 
Th ere are too many benefi ts that 
accompany this decision that over-
power any other justifi cation to 
keep women out of combat. It can 
only be so long before all sectors of 
the national defense incorporate 
women, and this change can be 
regarded as an advancement more 
than any expansion. 
-Yelena Dzhanova
Pol. Sci. ’19
Women in combat becoming a reality
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As students, we want to be-lieve we are unique individ-uals who have chosen our 
own paths. Or are we? Maybe the 
people we sit in class with are more 
similar to us than we realize. Re-
cently, a psychologist from Aarhus 
University in Denmark conducted 
a meta-analysis on the personal-
ity diff erences between students 
depending on their majors. Dr. 
Anna Vedel looked at 12 studies 
that closely examined the connec-
tion between personality traits and 
majors, with 11 of them showing a 
signifi cant diff erence. 
Vedel’s fi ndings can be seen as 
both humorous and alarming. Af-
ter all, it is not a nice feeling when 
someone pigeonholes your per-
sonality, no matter how true the 
data may be. So what did she fi nd 
out? Arts and humanities majors 
seem to have the least luck, being 
anxious, unorganized and more 
neurotic than other majors. If you 
think of your English major friends 
who always seem to be rewriting 
papers because they had an epiph-
any at the last second, this seems to 
be laughably true. 
However, Vedel found that hu-
manities majors scored higher on 
openness than economics, engi-
neering or science students. Th ey 
have a more active imagination 
and have many interests. So busi-
ness majors cannot make fun of 
them too much. But maybe they 
just cannot help making fun of 
their peers—Vedel found them to 
be the least agreeable of the bunch 
and the competitive atmosphere 
between students at Baruch proves 
that. Meanwhile, those who fi nd 
themselves studying economics, 
law, political science and medicine 
are the most extroverted, which 
seems fi tting since they will spend 
their careers debating and defend-
ing their methods and beliefs. 
Vedel hopes her fi ndings can 
help counselors guide students 
toward subjects that best fi t their 
personalities, with the belief that 
if people are studying things that 
suit them, drop-out rates will de-
crease. What Vedel fails to realize is 
that people do not always have the 
luxury of studying what they desire. 
In recent years, there have been 
record-breaking numbers of U.S. 
college graduates who are unable 
to get a job, let alone one in the 
fi eld they studied. So how are stu-
dents adapting to this disparity? 
Th ey have started studying what 
will either guarantee them jobs or 
make good money, namely medi-
cine, law, engineering and busi-
ness. But this sometimes comes at 
a price; they may not get to study 
something that truly interests 
them. Likewise, liberal arts majors 
may get to study what they love, but 
might have problems fi nding a job 
later on. Either way, there seems to 
be some type of sacrifi ce involved. 
It is enough to make one envious of 
those lucky few who manage to get 
the best of both worlds. 
-Jessica Kraker
English ’18
Majors do not defi ne student behavior
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Mayor Bill de Blasio really seems to like Iowa. Maybe he enjoys the 
state’s Corn Palace. Maybe he likes visiting the Field of Dreams or the 
Iowa State Fair; or, maybe he likes traversing the bridges of Madison 
County. Or maybe, and perhaps more realistically, de Blasio loves to 
push himself on Democrats as their progressive, soapbox hero--though 
he lacks a proper soapbox. In his recent trip to Iowa in support of Hill-
ary Clinton’s Iowa caucus push, the Hizzoner had no greeting from 
the presidential potential. He did not give any speeches or rile-up any 
crowds. Instead, he, his wife and a number of staff ers knocked on doors, 
and nobody knew who they were. 
Th is comes a few months after de Blasio cancelled his Iowa forum 
on income inequality because no presidential candidate would agree to 
attend, and a week or so after one of the worst snow storms and snow-
storm responses. Th is comes after 311 complaints about the homeless 
jumped 127 percent since de Blasio took offi  ce. Th is comes after nu-
merous feuds with Gov. Andrew Cuomo. Th is comes after his approval 
ratings have fallen to an all-time low.
Maybe the mayor should stay out of the corn fi elds and in New York 
City where he is sorely recognized and needed.
De Blasio shamelessly self-promotes
Women joining the military in combat roles is the ultimate way for them to show their patriotism
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2016 is shaping up as a year of political earthquakes, a year almost unmatched in its ca-
pacity for surprises, as both the 
Democratic and Republican Par-
ties splinter: the former along lines 
of allegiance to former U.S. Secre-
tary of State Hillary Clinton, the 
latter along too many fault lines to 
count. If the United States seems to 
suddenly turn inward for a year, it 
is because the coming presidential 
election has thoroughly co-opted 
the American people’s attention.
However, it is far from the only 
political event of interest this year. 
Oddly enough, the next most im-
portant election this year may 
occur in a state that is not even a 
proper democracy. Th is one state, 
led by a notorious strongman with 
a penchant for provocation, has 
repositioned itself as the United 
States’ ideological and diplomatic 
nemesis—its main foe in the parts 
of the world where its infl uence 
has proven most tenuous. It is the 
Russian Federation, and parlia-
mentary elections coming at the 
end of 2016 have the makings of a 
highly symbolic—though unfortu-
nately nothing more than symbol-
ic—statement on President Vladi-
mir Putin’s administration.
Russia’s re-emergence into 
American discourse was sudden 
and stunning. It took center stage 
with the start of the Ukrainian civil 
war, following its annexation of 
Crimea and its alleged funding of 
the rebels in Eastern Ukraine. Rus-
sia once again became something 
of a geopolitical bogeyman, much 
like the USSR of old. Not content 
to shake-up Europe, it then inter-
vened in the Syrian civil war. Th e 
thoroughly bewildered Ameri-
can foreign policy establishment 
watched as Vladimir Putin threw 
Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad 
a life raft, bombing his secular and 
fundamentalist foes with impu-
nity. Russian planes have begun 
menacing NATO airspace with 
such alacrity that Turkey shot one 
down in a panic last year. And this 
has all occurred in the space of a 
few years: as recently as 2012, Re-
publican presidential hopeful Mitt 
Romney’s suggestion that Russia 
was America’s “greatest geopoliti-
cal foe” was laughed down. 
Th ese actions have not come 
without cost. Th e United States and 
EU banded together in the after-
math of the Crimean annexation, 
imposing sanctions with debat-
able levels of impact on the Rus-
sian economy. As Russia antago-
nizes more of its trading partners, 
it is seeking trade agreements with 
states such as China and Argentina 
that are themselves slowing down 
economically. Th ese issues are 
coupled with political rumblings 
with varying levels of dissatisfac-
tion over anti-Western media cov-
erage, labor strikes in Moscow and 
even political assassinations. 
Granted, this economic and 
political turmoil is happening in 
a notoriously opaque political 
environment. It is not for nothing 
that Russia’s strategy in Ukraine 
and Syria has been termed a war 
of information where truth and 
untruth are shot-gunned into the 
public consciousness so rapidly 
that it cannot be processed, breed-
ing mistrust and apathy.
Th e coming parliamentary 
elections thus may be a rare win-
dow into Russia’s political state. 
To be sure, no one doubts that the 
outcome will be a victory for Pu-
tin’s United Russia Party, which 
has not relinquished power since 
its inception. It is the results for 
opposition parties and civil dis-
course following the election that 
will matter. At the moment, there 
are multiple parties running with 
various degrees of legitimacy as 
oppositionists. Th e consistent sec-
ond-place party is the Communist 
Party, though they have failed year 
after year to expand their constitu-
ency beyond the nostalgic elderly. 
Th e other parties represented in 
the current parliament, the center-
left Just Russia and right-wing Lib-
eral Democratic Party of Russia, 
are widely seen as vote-leeching 
puppet parties. However, a surge 
in support for a real opposition 
party, perhaps even enough to 
win parliamentary representa-
tion, could indicate that Putin’s 
ham-fi sted propaganda is not tak-
ing root. Th at is not to say it means 
the Russian public has suddenly 
become pro-Western; rather, they 
think the Russian state has other 
issues it should be prioritizing.
Like in 2012, civil unrest fol-
lowing the election may mean 
something as well. Post-election 
protests in 2012 seemed to sug-
gest that Putin’s democratic legiti-
macy was still in question, and an 
absence of such protests this year 
would suggest that civil society in 
Russia is no longer willing to publi-
cally defy their President. 
In eff ect, the size and reputa-
tion of Russia’s democratic op-
position is currently up for elec-
tion. A muscular showing could 
indicate that Vladimir Putin is not 
the strongman he thought he was. 
Considering Russia’s newfound 
infl uence in the world, this is a de-
velopment worth watching.
Sanders stands strong chance in primaries
When Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders threw his hat into the presidential 
race, most people did not believe 
he could possibly win. He has de-
fi ed early predictions of merely be-
ing a protest candidate. 
His rallies have attracted thou-
sands of supporters and his polls 
numbers have surged all through-
out the summer. 
But could he achieve the 
seemingly impossible? Could 
Bernie Sanders stop the Clinton 
coronation?
According to Harry Enten, se-
nior political writer at FiveTh ir-
tyEight, “Presidential primaries 
can be about momentum. You win 
Iowa, you win New Hampshire, 
and the sky’s the limit. You saw 
that with John Kerry in 2004 on the 
Democratic side. You saw that with 
Jimmy Carter in 1976.” Th is is com-
pletely conceivable for Sanders. 
It all began on Feb. 1 at the Iowa 
Caucus. Sanders lost to Clinton 
by a mere 0.3 percent. Just three 
months ago Clinton’s lead was in 
the double digits. 
Clinton has struggled all sum-
mer to quell the criticisms of her 
use of a private e-mail server 
during her time as head of the 
State Department. 
Sanders has been able to capi-
talize immensely on this. Despite 
the close loss, Sanders has gained 
a large amount of momentum to 
take New Hampshire.
 Th e Granite State should be 
an easy win for Sanders. Th e latest 
poll shows Sanders with a com-
manding lead. 
It should not be surprising that 
Sanders has been highly competi-
tive in these two states. Iowa and 
New Hampshire favor the Vermont 
Senator demographically. Both 
states have plenty of the white 
liberals that form the base of 
Sanders’ support. 
If Sanders could pull off  back-
to-back caucus wins, it would be 
important for two reasons. Beating 
her twice will most likely remove 
doubts from voters who are at-
tracted to his message but did not 
believe he could win. 
Th e second, as Nate Silver also 
of FiveTh irtyEight points out, “Th e 
national press corps, which spins 
even minor stories into crises for 
Clinton, would portray Clinton’s 
campaign as being in a meltdown. 
Momentum usually matters in 
the primaries—and sometimes it 
matters a lot.” 
Sanders is going to need 
that momentum going into the 
following two states.
Th e next two caucuses are in 
Nevada and South Carolina. Th is 
will be a good test for Sanders and 
his message. 
As stated above, the main rea-
son Sanders is competitive in 
both Iowa and New Hampshire is 
white liberals. 
Nevada and South Carolina 
demographically do not favor 
Sanders as much as Iowa and 
New Hampshire do. Th e polling 
data in Nevada is limited but gives 
the edge to the former Secretary 
of State. 
But Sanders has been advertis-
ing heavily there and could steal a 
win if he gets the support from Ne-
vada’s unionized workforce. South 
Carolina is where Sanders hits a 
roadblock. Actually it is more like 
a brick wall. 
South Carolina is the biggest 
barrier between Sanders and 
the nomination. Clinton is up 31 
points in South Carolina. 
Th is is due to her astronomi-
cal lead among African-American 
voters. 
A poll from October shows 
Sanders claiming only 3 percent of 
the African-American vote. 
As reported in Th e Washington 
Post, “Sanders has a strong vot-
ing record on issues that poll well 
with African-Americans. But, he 
isn’t someone many black people 
know, have been exposed to.” 
A Gallup poll showed two-
thirds of African-American vot-
ers were unfamiliar with Sanders, 
which is pretty common for most 
candidates at this point. But the 
biggest problem Sanders faces is 
running against Clinton. 
Washington Post reporter Janell 
Ross says it best: “A woman who 
is not just a known commodity to 
most voters—whether they love 
her or loathe her—but a woman 
married to a widely beloved for-
mer president, held in high esteem 
by many black voters and the fi rst 
woman with a serious shot at the 
White House.” 
While his message on eco-
nomic inequality by every mea-
sure aff ects African-Americans the 
most, it is not resonating well with 
them. In the wake of many high-
profi le deaths of unarmed black 
teens, Sanders has not shifted 
his message. 
In the eyes of many black vot-
ers, racial inequality is a more 
pressing matter than economic 
inequality.  
Sanders needs to fi nd a way to 
cut into Clinton’s lead among Afri-
can-American, Latino and Asian-
American voters. 
If Sanders can do that, he can 
keep building on the momentum 
he already has. If Sanders cannot 
do that, his campaign is going to 
burn out. 
-Davon Singh
Finance ’17 
Putin’s grip on Russia may be slipping
The presidential hopeful actually has a shot at stealing the Democratic primaries from Hillary Clinton
Is former New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg going to throw his hat into the presi-
dential race to save us from our-
selves, our political system and 
restore our faith in our values as 
Americans? If so, he is willing to 
put $1 billion of his own fortune 
into the game.
Bloomberg felt called by the 
pull toward a deep-seated dis-
content among the American 
people who have responded to 
gut-wrenching, emotional appeals 
by both Donald Trump and Bernie 
Sanders and by the push of a trage-
dy he foresees if either become our 
next president. Bloomberg’s deci-
sion to send out feelers to run as a 
Th ird-Party candidate is triggered 
by the sudden realization that a 
crisis is brewing, one that requires 
a sudden intervention into the 
presidential race, even though the 
outcome of who will represent the 
Grand Old Party or the Democrats 
in November will not be resolved 
for some time.
Like the prophet Ezekiel, he 
feels that the country is sitting on 
scorpions. Trump appeals to our 
basic instincts and Sanders to an 
economic system that challenges 
billionaire Bloomberg’s fi rm at-
tachment to the free-market capi-
talism on which his multi-billion-
dollar fortune is founded.
As a Th ird Party candidate, it is 
clear he cannot become president, 
but he can play the strategic role of 
game changer.  Who today recalls 
that Ross Perot polled 19 percent 
when he ran against George H.W. 
Bush and Bill Clinton in 1992? Per-
haps Ralph Nader is better known 
as a spoiler in 2000 by keeping Al 
Gore out of the White House?
Bloomberg, a three-term may-
or, will play a lesser role in his 
appeal as a law-and-order man 
known for his stop-and-frisk re-
cord against minorities, pro-mar-
ket economics and his crushing 
of the Occupy Wall Street protest. 
However, his support of reproduc-
tive rights and embryonic stem 
cell research, his campaign against 
the NRA and against smoking and 
soft drinks, his campaign for en-
vironmental sanity, his views on 
same-sex marriage and his ideas 
on immigration, will not endear 
him to majority of the electorate, 
more broadly speaking.
And the general malaise in our 
era shows distress which might 
push old-style Republicans to hold 
their noses and back Bloomberg, 
as well as mainstream Demo-
crats who have no genuine love 
for Sanders. Furthermore, there 
remains abroad in the country a 
dislike of “New York values” that 
Bloomberg espouses. And if that 
was not enough, what chance does 
a 74-year-old like Bloomberg stand 
to rally independents, moderate 
Republicans, Blue Dog Democrats 
and the like into his political tent?
As it stands now, we cannot say 
for sure Sanders will be the Demo-
crats’ nominee, but Trump stands 
a better chance for the Republi-
can ticket since even people like 
Bob Dole see him as a last resort 
against a string of non-electable 
Republicans. Saying this, were 
Bloomberg to enter this dog-and-
pony show, it would be feared that 
he will not stop Trump, and in fact, 
will do more harm to Sanders.
So far, Bloomberg has not en-
tered the fray, albeit time is not on 
his side to declare himself a candi-
date. If anything, our distress con-
cerning the erosion of our institu-
tions and democracy is rising.
-Robert Cambria
Journalism
Bloomberg mulls election
The former mayor would mix up the presidential race if he runs THE POLITICKER
MIKHAIL RELUSHCIN
Andrew Jackson became the face for the double saw-buck in 1928, an appar-
ently better option than previous 
portrait-bearer Grover Cleveland, 
whose legacy is a barely-remem-
bered footnote in the face of U.S. 
history. However, Jackson’s leg-
acy as Old Hickory the war hero 
should be suitably tarnished by 
his call for the removal of Native 
Americans from the southeastern 
United States. In an 1829 speech, 
Jackson called for the removal of 
tribes that had long thrived in the 
Georgia-Mississippi area, tribes 
that had been referred to as the 
Five Civilized Tribes. Th ese tribes 
had been referred to as civilized by 
Western European standards. Th e 
paternalistic nature of choosing 
which tribes were “civilized” aside, 
Jackson did not care. 
Jackson’s rationale for sup-
porting what would become the 
Indian Removal Act of 1830 was 
that the tribes were not sovereign 
nations—and therefore could 
not be treated as such—but were 
still subject to the laws of the 
United States. 
Th e precedent set by the Su-
preme Court decision for Johnson 
v. M’Intosh, that the Native Ameri-
cans did not hold title to the land 
they occupied, only assisted the 
fervor to displace them. With the 
support of white Southerners who 
were eager to settle the new land 
that had once been home to the 
civilizations they were willing to 
grant such a luxurious status aside, 
the Indian Removal Act passed 
within two months. Th e ensuing 
events should be a known tragedy 
in the minds of Americans.
Th e displacement of the tribes 
from their homes is known as the 
Trail of Tears, a term typically used 
today to refer to the displacement 
of all fi ve tribes. Th e Trail is not mis-
named, as a quarter of the people 
displaced died along the way. Th e 
Seminole attempted to fi ght back, 
resulting in the second of what are 
referred to as the Seminole Wars, 
but they too were forced to new In-
dian territories determined by the 
U.S. government.
Th e Indian Removal Act and 
the subsequent Trail of Tears are 
nothing less than acts of system-
atic persecution. Th e indepen-
dence of a civilization was not a 
focal point of debate in the minds 
of those who were eager to settle. 
Th e economic prosperity of sub-
sequent settlers was founded on 
the removal and mass deaths of 
people whose lives were a whim in 
that moment. Integration, a policy 
Jackson initially supported, was 
not a long-term goal. To the peo-
ple who see Jackson on the twen-
ty-dollar bill, perhaps this does 
not matter. To the people whose 
ancestors died and lost their lives 
because of Jackson, it matters. 
As to who may replace Jackson 
on the twenty-dollar bill, perhaps 
Sacagawea could be relegated to a 
loftier position than a one-dollar 
gold coin barely in circulation 
and often kept a curio. Perhaps 
Lyda Conley, the fi rst woman of 
Native American descent to ar-
gue before the Supreme Court, is 
also a fantastic option. Th e con-
tinued use of Jackson, someone 
who today would be under inter-
national scrutiny and criticism for 
something so cruel and callous, is 
almost laughable. 
Besides, Jackson hated the idea 
of paper money. Who in the Trea-
sury thought placing him on the 
bill was a great idea?
-Reuven Glezere
Journalism ’19
$20 bill in need of new face
The continued use of Andrew Jackson on the $20 bill is a disservice
PAGE 8 I THE TICKER OPINIONS FEBRUARY 8, 2016
THE TICKER OPINIONS I PAGE 9FEBRUARY 8, 2016
PAGE 10 I THE TICKER OPINIONS FEBRUARY 8, 2016
Business
FEBRUARY 8, 2016
BY ELIZABETH DASH
STAFF WRITER
On Jan. 26, 2016 Apple Inc. is-
sued a press release that addressed 
its fi rst 2016 quarterly report. While 
the response of the company itself 
remained positive, its projections 
for the following quarter were more 
reserved. Th is, along with perfor-
mance results under market expec-
tations, was enough to make inves-
tors’ outlooks less optimistic, caus-
ing the company’s shares to decline 
more than 6.5 percent shortly after.
Quarterly revenue totaled $75.9 
billion with net income of $18.4 bil-
lion and growth of around 2 percent 
after discounting the time value of 
money. Although revenue reached 
a new record, the outcome fell short 
of Th omson Reuters analysts’ pre-
dictions of $76.54 billion.
Apple declared a $0.52 dividend 
to be distributed on Feb. 11 to its 
common shareholders, but shortly 
after the earnings report was re-
leased the market value of shares 
declined to $93.42. Th e company’s 
overall market cap fell to about 
$554 billion, a number not far from 
Google’s $486.5 billion.  Some in-
vestors think this is a perfect time to 
buy shares since Apple is planning 
to continue expansion despite the 
numbers, while others view this as a 
perfect time to get out.
During the fi rst quarter the tech 
giant sold roughly 74.8 million 
iPhones and 5.3 million Macs.  Both 
were below the benchmark that 
sales analysts set, which were 75.46 
million and 5.8 million respectively.
Some analysts attribute these 
shortcomings to the lack of both 
profound physical and internal im-
provements between the iPhone 6 
and the iPhone 6S. It appeared to 
them that the diff erence between 
both models were instead minor 
tweaks that aff ected internal func-
tions. Th e large amount of Apple 
gadgets sold in the fi rst quarter is 
attributable to holiday demand 
and in the past has been the re-
sult of new products that are tradi-
tionally released by the company 
in September.
Shareholders expressed their 
concern for the mediocre growth 
rate by inquiring whether Apple’s 
CEO, Tim Cook, anticipates that 
Apple will decrease prices anytime 
soon. His answer was no.  
In prior years, telecom carriers 
would subsidize the retail value of 
a phone if a customer signed a two-
year contract, but recently these 
companies have designed new con-
tracts that eliminate the need for 
such subsidies. Nonetheless, Apple 
wants to maintain the quality per-
ception that results from its prod-
ucts’ high prices. Th erefore, issuing 
a price cut would likely aff ect the 
brand.
To allow customers the access to 
timelier upgrades, Apple came up 
with a subscription-like program 
that would reduce the waiting time 
between upgrades. Th is would con-
sequently help alleviate the burden 
of the price premium.
Apple also addressed investors’ 
concerns by detailing the growth of 
its service sectors that contributed 
to a large portion of its revenue this 
past quarter relative to previous 
quarters. Examples of such ser-
vices include the App Store, iTunes 
Store and Apple Pay. According to 
the company, within the past three 
months, roughly one billion Apple 
devices utilized these services. Th is 
is a 15 percent increase compared to 
the same quarter last year.
Overall, service revenue totaled 
$16.8 billion and is expected to in-
crease as the company plans to ex-
pand these operations further. Cook 
commented on the service sector 
of the company in the press release 
by stating, “Th e growth of our Ser-
vices business accelerated during 
the quarter to produce record re-
sults, and our installed base recently 
crossed a major milestone of one 
billion active devices.”
Cook, however, also described 
the tough conditions of the global 
economy as a whole and the impact 
it has on the company. He described 
them as, “extreme conditions unlike 
anything we’ve experienced before, 
just about anywhere you look.” De-
spite his words, the condition of the 
global economy does not hinder his 
anticipation to expand further in 
other countries.
Apple still remains confi dent 
that it will be able to extend busi-
ness in countries such as India and 
China, where an increasing middle-
class will foster a unique market for 
the company.  Th e current strength 
of the U.S. dollar might result in 
price adjustments among devices 
sold abroad but will not hinder sales 
according to company predictions.
Despite record revenue, the 
company used caution when pre-
dicting the outcome of the second 
quarter. Apple stated that revenue 
will likely be between $50-53 billion 
with a gross margin of 39 percent 
compared to the past quarter’s 40.1 
percent.
Whether growth continues to 
slow is quite uncertain at this time; 
however, Apple still remains an 
industry giant that is devoted to 
developing innovative technology 
and services and expanding them 
across borders.
Apple’s sales for iPhones fell short of Wall Street expectations, likely due to a lack of meaningful changes in new device models.
SPECIAL TO THE TICKER
Apple first quarter report falls short on sales, share price drops
BY VICKIE SAVVIDES
STAFF WRITER
Th e trending, mobile-fi rst ap-
plication Roomi has success-
fully paired potential roommates 
through over 200,000 user down-
loads at a month-over-month 
growth rate of 30 percent.
Developed by founder and CEO 
Ajay Yadav, the free mobile app 
was created to give users a me-
dium through which they could 
post available spaces, connect with 
potential roommates on securely-
searched platforms and design 
plans for future cohesion in living 
quarters. Th e process is executed 
through the mission statement pro-
fessed by Yadav: to “help people 
feel that they can move from any-
where in the world and fi nd a living 
situation that feels like home.”
After having a “terrible” room-
mate experience and learning of 
a multitude of others with simi-
lar experiences, Yadav sought 
out an effi  cient, secure tool that 
could help people undergoing the 
same situation. 
In a study conducted by the Har-
vard Joint Center for Housing Stud-
ies, “cost-burdened households pay 
more than 30 percent of income 
for housing.”
Additionally, the infl ation-ad-
justed median rate has increased 27 
percent, according to the California 
Housing Partnership Corporation. 
Compared to the median renter in-
come that has declined in the last 
decade by 7 percent, rent aff ordabil-
ity has become a topic of concern. 
In an eff ort to address these con-
cerns, Roomi was designed to help 
foster successful living situations 
that allow for roommates to share 
expenses in metropolitan hubs of 
the world.
What began as a one-man op-
eration turned into a whole team 
comprised of an app developer, 
investors, advisers and avid believ-
ers in the possibilities of Roomi. 
With its team, Roomi has become 
in public demand both on the web 
and Apple’s App Store, most impor-
tantly via word-of-mouth. Th e team 
topped the App Store in the room-
mate/room app category when 
launched out of beta in June 2015.
Roomi functions as an active, 
responsible forum for fi lling empty 
rooms. In a typical profi le, one can 
easily fi nd information about a po-
tential counterpart’s lifestyle prefer-
ences, specifi cally requested ameni-
ties and relevant personal details. 
Th e search for the ideal room-
mate extends to Roomi’s unique 
chat rooms, where users are able 
to communicate with one another 
in an eff ort to schedule in-person 
meet-ups and formulate their 
own arrangements. 
Although without a specifi c 
timeline for a match, Roomi stands 
by the platform that “a good room-
mate fi t is just as important as the 
place, if not more so,” and so the 
process may take a few conversa-
tions with potential roommates.
Security through the app is one 
of its most valuable assets. As Yadav 
pointed out, “with any peer-to-peer 
marketplace, there is a degree of risk 
involved. People have become really 
good at scamming others on unreg-
ulated aggregator sites—and even if 
a scam seems blatant to a seasoned 
renter, for the person who is new to 
the city or has never gone through 
the process before, the threats are 
not always so obvious. We reduce as 
much of that risk as possible.” To do 
this, Roomi is monitored by security 
checkpoints and user profi les are 
fi rst scanned and then verifi ed us-
ing social media outlets. Additional-
ly, users have the right to report any 
behavior they deem mischievous or 
inappropriate; safety precautions 
are then immediately administered.
Although the idea for the appli-
cation was fi rst developed in 2012, 
it was offi  cially launched by Yadav 
and his team in June 2015. 
Since its launch date six months 
prior, Roomi has tripled in size with 
help of investor DCM Ventures and 
has expanded from its headquarters 
in New York City to San Francisco 
with a total of 18 employees.
Team members are available to 
reach out to their many users and 
forge personalized relationships. 
Th e team of Roomi is greatly in-
vested in building and managing 
its evolving brand, hosting events, 
congregating both virtual and phys-
ical communities and organizing 
outreach opportunities. According 
to Yadav, his team has “been able 
to begin fulfi lling the broader ex-
pression of that by starting to build 
a community around co-living and 
to investigate the best additional 
services to help [its] users in their 
search and in their day-to-day lives.”
Although Roomi users of New 
York City are dominantly “urban 
millenials,” the app takes pride in 
the diverse market it hopes to ex-
pand. Catherine Cronenberg, Brand 
& Communications Manager, re-
layed that Roomi was “founded 
with the belief that anyone should 
be able to fi nd a place that really 
feels like home, whether they’re 
moving from around the world 
or across town.”
Any negative feedback from us-
ers who download the app comes 
from the realization that Roomi has 
not reached their city yet. 
Cronenberg explained that “In a 
way, even this has been really posi-
tive for us because we know there’s 
a real need for Roomi out there.” 
Roomi is addressing this concern by 
seeking a larger market.
Th e future of the application re-
mains bright, according to the team. 
As of this year, Roomi has far sur-
passed the iOS platform, launching 
on the Web and Android. Roomi has 
also expanded to Southern Califor-
nia and Philadelphia. Additional 
“exciting” features in both the appli-
cation’s technology as well as in se-
curity are set to increase downloads 
and promote membership.
Roomi is set to continue launch-
ing in other cities, especially 
those overwhelmed by rental is-
sues.  Within the next coming 
years, Roomi is set to expand both 
nationally and internationally.
Roomi provides those seeking roommates a comfortable experience
WWW.ROOMIAPP.COM
Roomi’s mobile platform is designed to allow users to easily access basic information about potential roommates. 
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STAFF WRITER
March 2015 was the beginning 
of a revamped business structure 
for McDonald’s as former CEO 
Donald Th ompson retired and 
Steve Easterbrook replaced him as 
president and CEO of McDonald’s. 
Easterbrook worked to reorga-
nize McDonald’s into four separate 
markets by July 2015 so the compa-
ny could be better managed. 
Th is change in combination 
with the introduction of an all-
day breakfast menu in the United 
States was an attempt to put Mc-
Donald’s back on the map with 
competing restaurant chains such 
as Chipotle. 
For years, McDonald’s said it 
would not do it because it was im-
possible to manage the breakfast 
and dinner menu with the amount 
of staff ers on hand.
On Jan. 25, 2016, fourth-quarter 
and full-year global sales were an-
nounced for 2015. Th e October 
launch of the extended breakfast 
menu was a hit for McDonald’s 
across the United States. 
Fourth-quarter results showed 
U.S. sales increase by 5 per-
cent. Operating income also 
rose 30 percent due to a sale of 
restaurant property. 
Sales in the United Kingdom, 
Canada and Australia increased 
4.2 percent at the end of 2015 be-
cause of a positive response to 
menu changes in those markets. 
Russian and Chinese sales in-
creased by 3 percent. 
Th e rest of Asia and Europe saw 
a 5.9 percent increase in sales. Full-
year global sales also increased by 
1.5 percent although revenue and 
operating income dropped. 
Mark Kalinowski, an investment 
analyst at Nomura, said breakfast 
was a big reason why company 
sales were up at the end of the year. 
“Clearly, all-day breakfast is help-
ing bring back lapsed customers 
and may even be bringing in new 
customers who wouldn’t normally 
be going to McDonald’s.”
Easterbrook has a positive at-
titude for 2016. In the fi nancial 
results press release, he said: “We 
took bold, urgent action in 2015 
to reset the business and position 
McDonald’s to deliver sustained 
profi table growth. We ended the 
year with momentum, including 
positive comparable sales across 
all segments for both the quarter 
and the year—a testament to the 
swift changes we made and the 
early impact of our turnaround 
eff orts. We enter 2016 committed 
to managing the business for the 
long term and aligned as a sys-
tem around the critical impera-
tive that we must run great restau-
rants each and every day for our 
valued customers.”
Kevin Ozan, McDonald’s chief 
fi nancial offi  cer, shares the same 
optimism as Easterbrook. He said, 
“In November, we announced fi -
nancial goals in conjunction with 
our business turnaround plan. 
We outlined plans to refranchise 
about 4,000 restaurants by the end 
of 2018 and reduce our net an-
nual G&A spending by $500 mil-
lion, the vast majority of which 
will be realized by the end of 
2017. Th ese targets are designed 
to enhance long-term share-
holder value while supporting the 
work underway to reignite our 
business results.”
In 2016, McDonald’s also 
wants to work on bringing back 
former customers because the 
last two years the number of 
guests dropped 4.1 percent and 3 
percent respectively. 
Th is can be done with more 
changes to the menu like bringing 
back value items that were a plat-
form for late-night munchies. Two 
years ago, McDonald’s changed 
the “Dollar Menu to the “Dollar 
Menu and More.” Instead of all the 
items costing $1, some cost up to 
$5. “Some of the challenges we’ve 
had in the [United States] have 
been somewhat self-infl icted,” 
Easterbrook said during a confer-
ence call in July. “We moved away 
from the ‘Dollar Menu’ and didn’t 
replace it with signifi cant-enough 
value in the eyes of consumers.”
With the hype of all-day break-
fast dying down, Easterbrook re-
alized that the way to keep cus-
tomers continually amped up 
to visit McDonald’s is to keep 
making changes. 
Th e company wants to improve 
food quality and introduce more 
promotions to guests. People who 
downloaded the McDonald’s app 
for their smartphone, which be-
came available for public use last 
July, and registered an account 
have already been introduced to 
advertisements that are trying to 
reel in more sales. A deal being of-
fered is getting a sixth cup of coff ee 
free after purchasing fi ve.
As soon as 2016 kicked off , Mc-
Donald’s launched another new 
promotion called the “McPick 2.” 
Th is is a limited-time off er that 
lets customers choose two items 
from the “Dollar Menu and More” 
for $2. 
Th ey can choose two of the 
following: a McDouble, a Mc-
Chicken, small fries or mozza-
rella sticks. Easterbrook said that 
judging from sales, the McDouble 
and the mozzarella sticks were 
doing well. 
McDonald’s has numerous 
goals they are looking to accom-
plish in 2016 and beyond so they 
can have more customers “lovin’ 
it” than ever before.
All-day breakfast boosts McDonald’s Q4
BY MARIA MARKOWICZ
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR
Following the controversial 
5,000 percent price jump of Da-
raprim, Martin Shkreli continues 
to make headlines with his fraud-
related arrest and a congressional 
hearing set for Feb. 4.
Before delving into the events 
that unfolded two weeks ago, one 
must ask: who is Martin Shkreli?
According to BBC, Shkreli is the 
child of working-class immigrants 
who settled in Brooklyn, New York. 
He skipped two grades in school, 
graduated from Baruch College in 
2004 and landed an internship at 
a hedge fund when he was only 17.
Four years after graduating 
college, Shkreli created his second 
hedge fund named MSMB. His de-
cisions regarding how the hedge 
fund was managed greatly contrib-
uted to his December arrest. Before 
founding Turing Pharmaceuticals, 
Shkreli founded another pharma-
ceutical company, Retropin, in 
2011, but lost his position as the 
company’s CEO three years later. 
He launched Turing last February.
Shkreli’s name began appearing 
in headlines when Turing raised 
the price of Daraprim by over 5,000 
percent, or from $13.50 to $750 per 
pill. Th e drug is widely used to treat 
acute malaria and toxoplasmosis.
When speaking about the drug’s 
price increase, Shkreli believes in 
the righteousness of the decision. 
In his recent interview with Vice, 
Shkreli claims that Turing spends 
60 percent of its profi t on research 
and development—more than 
most pharmaceutical companies—
and the price hike may contribute 
to improving Daraprim and easing 
the side eff ects.
Turing’s press release on third-
quarter business highlights sup-
ports Shkreli’s statement. Th e doc-
ument states that the pharmaceuti-
cal company will spend at least 60 
percent of revenue on research and 
development in the near future. 
Turing is allocating the funds to 
develop drugs for the treatment of 
post-traumatic stress disorder, ma-
jor depressive disorder, Canavan 
disease and Lafora Disease.
Furthermore, an article pub-
lished by Th e Washington Post on 
Feb. 11, 2015 points out that big 
pharmaceuticals spend more mon-
ey on sales and marketing than 
research and development. Pfi zer 
spends $11.4 billion on sales and 
marketing but only $6.6 billion on 
research and development. Of the 
10 companies mentioned, only 
Roche spent more money on re-
search and development—$9.3 bil-
lion compared to the $9 billion that 
it spent on sales and marketing.
“You’re talking to someone who 
cares deeply about other people’s 
lives,” Shkreli told the interviewer.
Shkreli claimed that because 
Daraprim makes up such a neg-
ligible portion of the healthcare 
market, the price increase would 
have little to no eff ect on health-
care premiums. He also pointed 
out that a lot of the medications are 
purchased by big companies that 
have the ability to pay the $750 a 
pill price tag.
“I don’t care. For Daraprim to 
cost more money, fi ne. If that’s the 
price I have to pay to fi nd a new 
medicine for a dying kid, I’ll raise 
it even more. You know, what do I 
care? You know, Microsoft is going 
to lose money? Walmart is going 
to lose money? Why are we crying 
about this?” Shkreli defended him-
self in the Vice interview.
Ever since the price hike, Shkreli 
has continued to make headlines, 
whether it is through his brash be-
havior on- and off -line or purchas-
ing the sole copy of Wu-Tang Clan’s 
Once Upon a Time in Shaolin for 
$2 million without any intention of 
playing it. He eventually played a 
few tracks in the recent Vice inter-
view, claiming that he would make 
the songs available if that is what 
the fans wanted.
His controversial behavior re-
ceived a lot of backlash, whether 
from social media users or presi-
dential candidates. Bernie Sanders 
reportedly rejected Shkreli’s $2,700 
donation by donating it to a health 
clinic. During a press conference, 
Donald Trump called Shkreli a 
“spoiled brat.”
On Dec. 17, word of Shkreli’s ar-
rest began circulating around news 
outlets.
According to a U.S. Department 
of Justice press release from Dec. 
17, Skhreli was charged with a sev-
en-count indictment in a federal 
court in Brooklyn, New York. Th e 
document states that Shkreli was 
charged with “securities fraud, se-
curities fraud conspiracy and wire 
fraud conspiracy.”
Between 2009 and 2014, Shkreli 
allegedly carried out schemes that 
defrauded investors in MSMB 
Capital and MSMB Healthcare, and 
later defrauded Retrophin.
“Martin Shkreli engaged in mul-
tiple schemes to ensnare investors 
through a web of lies and deceit,” 
United States Attorney Robert L. 
Capers summarized in the docu-
ment. “His plots were matched 
only by eff orts to conceal the fraud, 
which led him to operate his com-
panies … as a Ponzi scheme, where 
he used the assets of the new entity 
to pay off  debts from the old entity.”
In the same document, FBI As-
sistant Director-in-Charge Diego 
Rodriguez elaborated on the sever-
ity of Shkreli’s crimes. Shkreli re-
portedly lied to his investors about 
the success of his investments back 
when he ran his second hedge 
fund, MSMB Capital. He then used 
assets from Retropin to pay back 
the MSMB investors. In the end, 
both Retropin and MSMB’s inves-
tors lost $11 million.
According to the document, 
Shkreli “falsely represented” how 
MSMB was performing fi nancial-
ly. He lied about the hedge fund’s 
transparency, the money he earned 
from net assets and net profi ts. To 
make things even worse, he did not 
reveal that he lost all his money 
from his fi rst hedge fund, Elea Cap-
ital, and that Lehman brothers had 
a “$2.4 million default judgement 
against him.”
Later on, Shkreli once again lied 
to investors by stating that MSMB 
Healthcare held $55 million in as-
sets in order to gain investments 
totaling $5 million. He then went 
on to misinform his investors with 
false performance updates, misuse 
MSMB funds and withdraw more 
money than the amount to which 
he was entitled.
Rodriguez expects that more de-
tails will unfold as the FBI contin-
ues to investigate, possibly extend-
ing the severity of Shkreli’s crimes.
Following his arrest, it has been 
reported that Shkreli has stepped 
down from his position as the CEO 
of Turing.
Shkreli, former Baruch student, faces multiple fraud charges
WWW.FLICKR.COM
Martin Shkreli has gained notoriety over the past months due to his controversial drug price hike. He now faces multiple fraud charges.
PAGE 12 I THE TICKER BUSINESS
THE TICKER BUSINESS I PAGE 13FEBRUARY 8, 2016
Arts & Style
FEBRUARY 8, 2016PAGE 14 I THE TICKER ARTS & STYLE
Rihanna shakes up the music industry with a surprise release
AMANI JAMES
ARTS & STYLE EDITOR
One word has changed the 
music industry for the rest of the 
year: work. On Jan. 27, Rihanna 
stopped the world with the re-
lease of “Work,” the fi rst and only 
single of her most-awaited al-
bum; Anti. Originally set to re-
lease on the same day of Adele’s 
third studio album; Anti was once 
again put on hold, with rumors of 
production problems. 
In its early days; Anti was ex-
pected to be under the produc-
tion of Kanye West and newcomer 
Travis Scott; however, as the al-
bum’s release date continued to be 
pushed back, it was clear that nei-
ther would work. 
Th e release of the fi rst single 
“Work,” would push the buzz to 
new heights, as the world react-
ed in pure bliss. Drake gives the 
track a sense of familiarity that is 
echoed in fan-favorite collabora-
tions like “Take Care” and “What’s 
My Name.” A Bajan accent takes 
over the track, as dance hall takes 
a more electronic sound. Seen as 
a radio hit. It echoes a more sexu-
ally driven Rihanna, as she dis-
cusses her lust for her current lover. 
While Drake serves as one of two 
collaborations on this lengthy al-
bum cut, the track is refreshingly 
fun when compared to one of the 
most aggressive albums of her 
career. Serving as executive pro-
ducer, she created an arsenal of 
heavy hitting songs that resemble 
more of a rock’n’roll, contrary 
to the GrammyAward-winning 
pop anthems that orchestrated 
her rise to fame. 
Th e hip-hop beat and the elec-
tronic synthesizers coalesce at the 
start of “Consideration.” Singer-
songwriter SZA lends her whimsi-
cal melody to the beat-heavy track. 
Unlike many of her sexually fueled 
accounts, here Rihanna sings about 
her idea of success and her evolu-
tion as an artist. She has managed 
to take full creative control of her 
work, thanks to her leaving Def 
Jam for Roc Nation in 2014. Under 
Jay-Z’s label, she would manage to 
build a subsidiary label, Westbury 
Road. With this level of fl exibility, 
she makes it all her own, making 
it clear with boundary-pushing 
singles like “FourFiveSeconds” 
and “Bitch Better Have My Money.” 
However, she is well-aware that 
does not change much. “Will you 
ever let me?/Will you ever respect 
me?/No,” she sings in the chorus. 
As she begins her second verse, 
Rihanna begins to criticize the very 
industry she dominates. She an-
tagonizes the very artist with whom 
she associates herself, with a hard 
and what can be seen as a contro-
versial verse. She continues an-
nouncing her ideas of the industry 
as a veteran, “Heard you’re trying 
to sell your soul/baby word on the 
street, you running low lately.” Her 
analysis of the industry is refresh-
ing, lacking the praise that is often 
found in today’s mainstream hip-
hop. 
In a rare and raw song, Rihan-
na brings listeners back down to 
the ground with “Close To You.” 
Among the heartbreak, she man-
ages to fi nd someone to love once 
again. However, her message can 
only be sent from a distance.  With 
discourse from the night before, 
she starts her ballad with a real-
ization. She sings, “You’re pulling 
our connection/expecting me to 
let you go/But I won’t.” She begins 
to talk about protecting her love. 
Her caring personality soars, as she 
shares her need for this to work. Al-
though she is still fi ghting for this 
love, she knows that the choice is 
no longer hers. 
However, that love can instant-
ly get cocky as Rihanna becomes 
the confi dent eye of desire with 
“Needed Me.” Known as what some 
would consider a man-eater, she 
lets her latest victim know that 
“you needed me” with the help of 
DJ Mustard, as her voice echoes on 
the darkest track of the album. She 
takes the place of an arrogant male 
fi gure with the most memorable 
verse of the album and what can 
be seen as the most telling. “But 
baby, don’t get it twisted/you was 
just another Nigga on the hit list,” 
she raps with such a carelessness, 
easily making this an empower-
ing anthem. Once again, Rihanna 
takes the place of the victimizer 
and not the victim, much like the 
album that would be credit for her 
change in attitude and the begin-
ning of her evolution; Rated R. 
Breaking all the hopes of her latest 
admirer, she lets her wrath soar, 
“Didn’t they tell you I was a savage/
Fuck ya white horse and ya car-
riage.” Clearly, happily ever after is 
not in her agenda and neither is her 
latest ex. 
“Woo,” echoes the sounds of 
Travis Scott’s latest album, Ro-
deo, as he haunts the opening 
verse. Seen as one of the most in-
fl uencing producers of the last 
decade, Hit Boy brings the same 
magic that made Jay-Z and Kanye 
West’s “Ni**as In Paris” take over 
the world with the experimental 
song. At a fi rst glance, the rock-
like base line can seem to mimic 
Rihanna’s mocking lyrics; how-
ever, it could also be mentioned 
that her mocking easily turns into 
unresolved feelings of lust for her 
old fl ame. 
Unlike her past albums, Ri-
hanna has created an album that 
sounds more like a hip-hop album 
than a list of pop hits. With inter-
ludes like “James Joint,” “Good-
night Gotham” and “Higher,” 
which was created with No I.D., 
executive vice president of A&R for 
Def Jam, she has been able to use 
a new sound to tell her most vivid 
story yet. As she begins her North 
American Anti Tour this month, ar-
riving at Madison Square Garden 
and the Barclay Center at the end 
of February, one can only hope 
that she has as much control over 
the tour as she does this album, 
because concert goers will not 
be disappointed.
Rihanna will be accompanied by Travis Scott during the North American leg of her 
tour, which begins in late February, with two shows in California.
Urban Decay breaks new ground in collaboration with Gwen Stefani
BY TAFANNUM RAHMAN
COPY EDITOR
Urban Decay, a U.S. cosmetics 
brand, started empowering women 
with makeup nearly 20 years ago 
in a time when pink, red and beige 
dominated the prestige beauty 
market. Urban Decay strategically 
released their collaborative line of 
products with singer-songwriter, 
fashion designer and actress Gwen 
Stefani. Stefani’s love for makeup is 
obvious, as she is famous for what 
can be called her signature makeup 
look: bright red lipstick and arched 
eyebrows. Her line includes an eye 
shadow palette, blush palette, eight 
lipstick shades, six lip pencils and 
a brow box. 
Th e UD Gwen Stefani Collec-
tion is the fi rst celebrity-designed 
collaboration that the cosmetics 
company has ever done, making 
this launch unique and a milestone 
for the brand. Aside from the fact 
that she is the fi rst celebrity that Ur-
ban Decay has collaborated with, 
this project was largely in Stefani’s 
control. Artist and designer col-
laborations with cosmetics brands 
are a smart tactic to get fans to buy 
new products. Some artist “collab-
orations” entail the artist putting 
their name on a random product 
just to hike up sales for a specifi c 
brand. However, Stefani was heav-
ily involved in the process of cre-
ating her line. She let loose while 
handpicking the shades that would 
go into her palettes, rather than 
having a large infl uence from the 
cosmetic brand’s design team. She 
dreamed up the tiniest of details, 
down to the eye shadow and blush 
palette’s packaging and sleek ex-
terior. Stefani’s love for black and 
white graphic prints inspired the 
modern design of the collection.  
Th e two most popular prod-
ucts from Stefani’s line are the eye 
shadow palette, which includes 15 
shades, which consist of mostly 
warm-toned neutrals along with 
some pops of color, and a blush 
palette consisting of six diff erent. 
Th e pops of color make the eye 
shadow palette a little less typical, 
since most Urban Decay palettes 
have a common color scheme. Th e 
brand’s most popular eye shadow 
palettes famously known as the 
“naked palettes” have all had diff er-
ent color stories, one of which was 
rose-hued neutrals and the other 
being smoky eye based. 
Th ere is barely a distinction be-
tween some of the neutral shades 
in Stefani’s eye shadow palette. 
Th e highly pigmented formulas of 
Urban Decay make Stefani’s eye 
shadow palette successful in terms 
of quality. Given Stefani’s edgy 
style, there is a lack of versatility 
in both the eye shadow and blush 
palettes, as both do not work well 
with all skin tones. Although Ste-
fani did hand pick what colors and 
products would go into her line, 
the eye shadow palette may remind 
some of a combination of the fi rst 
and third Naked palettes, as well as 
Urban Decay’s Vice palettes, which 
consist of a range of bright and 
dynamic shades for the boldest of 
makeup lovers. Th e blush palette 
includes shades ranging from a 
pop of pink to a matte bronze, all 
of which last the day but are more 
suitable for ladies with lighter skin.
Th ere is almost a literal transla-
tion of Stefani’s look in both pal-
ettes, which makes it more per-
sonal for Stefani since she wants 
her must-haves to secure a spot in 
every woman’s makeup bag. Th e 
eye shadow palette is suitable for 
makeup lovers who like the bright-
er shades and do not already have 
a neutral palette because there is 
a combination of both. Th e blush 
palette has the brand’s popular 
Afterglow formula, which allows 
the blush to last for eight hours, 
perfect for the ladies who have 
long days at work or who like to 
party into the night. Like most Ur-
ban Decay products, the quality 
in the UD Gwen Stefani collection 
is there. 
Th e world of makeup is ever-
evolving, with more and more 
women participating in the current 
beauty trends. Th e competitive 
cosmetics market is infl uencing 
brands such as Urban Decay to do 
bigger and better in order to con-
tinue thriving in such a competitive 
fi eld. Techniques such as contour-
ing and strobing have become fads 
in today’s society, infl uencing cos-
metic brands to try strategies such 
as collaborating with celebrities in 
order to attract more consumers. 
Th e red lip and arched eyebrows 
may be Stefani’s signature look, 
but the recent trend of fi lling in 
eyebrows perfectly and fearlessly 
rocking a bold red lip can be seen 
among cosmetic brands. 
Despite the fact that the prod-
ucts in Stefani’s line may not be 
suitable for all skin tones, the col-
laboration can be deemed suc-
cessful thanks to the star’s abil-
ity to encapsulate her signature 
look for her fans. Take Stefani’s 
own “must-have” products and 
shades in combination with Urban 
Decay’s incredible, long-lasting 
formulas, and there lies yet an-
other successful set of products 
from the never-disappointing 
brand. 
Urban Decay is managed under L’Oreal with an array of other brands, like NYX Cosmetics, The Body Shop  and Essie. 
WWW.MAKEUPANDBEAUTYBLOG.COM
Given Stefani’s edgy style, 
there is a lack of versatility 
in both the eye shadow and 
blush palettes, as both do not 
work sell with all skin tones. 
Although Stefani did hand 
pick what colors and products 
would go into her line, the 
eye shadow palettews as 
well as Urban Decay’s Vice 
pallettes, which consist of 
a range of bright dynamic 
shades for the boldest of 
makeup lovers.  
WWW.MUSIQUE.JEUXACTU.COM
Dream Theater brings rock opera back with their 13th studio album
BY LUIS LUCERO
STAFF WRITER
After a slightly longer-than-nor-
mal absence since their self-titled 
2013 album, the Long Island-based 
progressive metal band Dream 
Th eater has fi nally returned to cel-
ebrate their 30th anniversary. Th e 
Astonishing, the band’s 13th studio 
album, serves as both their second 
double-disc album of new mate-
rial and only their second-ever 
rock opera. 
When it comes to the genre of 
progressive rock, the idea of mak-
ing a narrative album is considered 
a logical expansion on the tradition 
of concept albums. Th e band previ-
ously recorded such an album with 
their 1999 classic, Metropolis Pt. 2: 
Scenes from a Memory. Compared 
to similar albums that preceded it, 
the album boasted a thought-pro-
voking storyline about murder and 
deception, with some of the most 
complex music ever recorded in the 
rock genre. But while it was a well-
acclaimed classic, the album felt 
like it was not written and recorded 
to its fullest potential, especially 
since the story was constrained to 
a single disc. Now that Dream Th e-
ater has decided to fi nally make 
another rock opera after 16 years, 
they seemed to approach it as an 
opportunity to record the album 
they failed to make years ago.
Th e Astonishing was written by 
John Petrucci. Its overall premise is 
much more simple and rudimen-
tary than Scenes From A Memory. 
Th e setting of the album is a dys-
topian North America in the year 
2285, ruled by the tyrannical Great 
Northern Empire and the ruthless 
Emperor Nafaryus. Hidden deep 
within the continent is an upris-
ing, called “Ravenskill Rebel Mi-
litia,” that aims to overthrow the 
empire with music playing a ma-
jor role in the uprising. Th e idea 
of youth rebels using rock music 
to overthrow tyrants has been a 
popular storyline for rock operas, 
the most famous examples argu-
ably being Rush’s 2112 and Styx’s 
Kilroy Was Here. But when Dream 
Th eater tackles this storyline, the 
band does it in a way that does not 
come off  as lazy and hokey. It helps 
that the story itself features obvi-
ous stylistic homages to Star Wars, 
Th e Hunger Games and Game of 
Th rones. Th ough the synopsis of 
the album is fairly simple, being 
able to wrap around the songs and 
lyrics with the overall narrative is 
not something that most listeners 
would be able to do on a fi rst listen. 
Th e band, seemingly knowing this 
would be a possibility, made it a 
point to elaborate the story on the 
album’s offi  cial website.
When it comes to the task of 
representing all of the major char-
acters, front man James LaBrie has 
shown to be surprisingly versatile. 
Depending on the character’s role 
in the story, LaBrie has crafted 
a distinct vocal style for each of 
them. Th e end result is an overall 
vocal performance that has not 
truly been, seen from LaBrie since 
the 90s. 
In the music department, it is 
a radical departure compared to 
what fans have been accustomed 
to over the past decade. In previ-
ous Dream Th eater albums, all of 
the members shared credit for the 
music. Th e Astonishing, however, 
was entirely written and composed 
by Petrucci and keyboardist Jordan 
Rudess. Th e Astonishing is the third 
album in a continued musical pro-
gression of the band since 2011’s A 
Dramatic Turn of Events to focus 
more on their progressive roots 
over their heavy metal infl uences. 
With this new album, its sound 
seems to be a mix of Rush and 
Dream Th eater’s own 1992 classic, 
Images and Words. Th ere is also a 
signifi cantly higher number of bal-
lads and soft songs than before, 
most of which are related to the 
romantic element of the storyline. 
Compared to past albums, there is 
a signifi cant increase in orchestral 
arrangements included with the 
main band. Before, Rudess emulat-
ed orchestra sounds with keyboard 
presets. But seeing the massive 
scale of the album, the band hired 
famed composer David Camp-
bell to provide the backing score. 
Using the City of Prague Philhar-
monic Orchestra, Campbell’s score 
defi nitely augments the metallic 
overtones of the band. 
Despite the staggered writing 
credits, the instrumentation is as 
strong as many would come to ex-
pect from Dream Th eater. Petruc-
ci’s guitar work is still the mix of 
Alex Lifeson, Steve Hackett and Ed-
die Van Halen that defi ned him as 
one of the decade’s guitar heroes. 
Rudess’ multi-layered keyboards 
provide the progressive edge that 
made Dream Th eater arguably 
the defi nitive progressive metal 
band. Disappointedly, the band’s 
legendary rhythm section seems 
somewhat subdued this time 
around. With Petrucci and Rudess 
handling all the writing, there un-
fortunately is not much room left 
for bass guitarist John Myung and 
drummer Mike Mangini to fully 
show off  their skills. In the case of 
Mangini, his drums sound less or-
ganic and more mechanical thanks 
to the mixing job done with this 
album. With all that said, both mu-
sicians still manage to provide the 
driving beat throughout the en-
tire album, even at the expense of 
some limelight.
Compared to any other rock al-
bum slated for release later in the 
year, Th e Astonishing is no doubt 
the most ambitious release of 
2016.  And to accentuate the ex-
citement of the album, Dream Th e-
ater’s latest world tour will feature 
the band playing the entire album 
front to back, with a one-night 
stand at Radio City Music Hall 
on April 23.
Dream Theater initially began their journey to rock’n’roll stardom in 1985under the band name; Majesty. 
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Tony Award-winning actresses bring comedy back to off-Broadway
MAXIM IBADOV
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Roundabout Th eatre Company, 
leading nonprofi t theater company 
on Broadway, Roundabout Th eater 
Company, is famous for its reviv-
als of old plays and musicals. RTC 
is noted for taking those old pieces 
and transforming them into newly 
reimagined grand productions. 
Th eir new production of 1982 play. 
Noises Off  is no exception. 
Th is production opened on Jan. 
24 at American Airlines Th eater 
on 42nd Street, one of Broadway’s 
biggest theaters. Th e produc-
tion features a truly stellar cast of 
Tony-Award-winners, includ-
ing actress Andrea Martin, who 
was apart of the casts of Pippin, 
Th e Fiddler on the Roof, Hedwig 
and the Angry Inch, Megan Hilty, 
known for her work in both Wick-
ed and Smashed, and many other 
brilliant performers.
Noises Off  is a brilliant situation-
al comedy about the life of stage 
actors. Th e play takes its name 
from the theatrical stage direction 
indicating sounds coming from off -
stage and is a three-act depiction 
of a group of eccentric performers 
trying to put together a show from 
scratch and amid chaos. 
Falling into the category of farce, 
Noises Off  is an epic pandemonium 
that will make even the most mo-
rose spectator shriek with hysteri-
cal laughter. In Act I, some critics 
might fi nd the jokes cliche and 
even vulgar. But by Act II, it would 
be diffi  cult to keep anybody from 
roaring. Th e reaction of the crowd 
is so lively, wild and impetuous, 
that audiences from other nearby 
Broadway shows could probably 
hear the Noises Off  crowd. Broad-
way has not seen such reaction in 
quite a while. As actor Rob McClure 
says, “the reaction turns us on and 
inspires to give everything we have 
to the viewers.” 
Th e play is structured in a very 
unorthodox manner. It is “a play 
within a play,” with all three acts 
being the renditions of the same 
one-act play called Hands On. Act 
I plays out the fi nal dress rehearsal 
before the opening night, while Act 
II is the opening night—from the 
perspective of backstage. Finally, 
Act III is the same show, shown 
in its fi nal leg. Each act gets even 
more chaotic as actors are facing 
the up-growing number of missed 
ques, backstage drama and initially 
broken equipment and props. Th e 
tension of the farce grows every 
scene like a comedic avalanche, 
which literally destroys the stage, 
leaving the broken hearts and bro-
ken stairs as a representation of it 
all in Act III.
Situational comedies are always 
the audience’s favorite spectacles; 
they are outrageously funny, relat-
able, dynamic and, most impor-
tantly, volatile. Noises Off  lacks 
any theatrical and dramatic depth, 
which actually benefi ts the show 
because the audience truly sinks 
in and forgets about the burdens 
of the outside world. Th e show 
utilizes the elements of breaking 
the fourth wall, which contributes 
to how the audience relates to the 
characters; people in the house feel 
as if they are an essential part of the 
creative process, which they are, 
and become even more engaged. 
However, behind all of this co-
medic ease, there actually lays 
a tremendous amount of work. 
American Airlines’ stage is very 
spacious, which makes the set hu-
mongous. Th e acclaimed director 
of last season’s Wolf Hall Parts 1&2, 
Jeremy Herrin, did a phenomenal 
job of properly blocking the mise-
en-scènes and creating a pictur-
esque image. Herrin also stages all 
of the most climactic moments in 
a fashion that captures and fl ows 
with the plot, giving the impression 
that the show does not stop—not 
even for a second. 
Th e acting must also be praised. 
Shows like this require a lot of 
physical acting, both in body lan-
guage and vocal articulation. Th e 
scale of the production also cre-
ates a lot of constant movement. 
Extreme over exaggeration of ges-
tures and dialogues is the key that 
makes this show so energetic and 
dynamic. Some scenes are even 
physically dangerous, which show 
how dedicated the actors are to 
their art. Martin and David Furr’s 
performances deserve separate 
plaudits. Th ey specifi cally brought 
a distinct liveliness and charm to 
their roles. Nevertheless, all actors 
work as a true ensemble; they do 
not block one another or try to hog 
the spotlight. Instead, they work as 
a one whole theatrical organism, 
which not only demonstrates the 
importance and relevance of each 
separate character but also em-
phasizes the distinct personality of 
each person on the stage as well.
Noises Off  is a perfect comedy 
for a Friday night. It has everything 
that a comedy needs, plus a vo-
luptuous and half-naked blonde 
bombshell and a lot of sardines 
fl ying across the stage. Th e script 
and the cast will melt each audi-
ence member’s heart and will leave 
them bedazzled and utterly satis-
fi ed. Even those skeptical of Broad-
way will enjoy this show, and that is 
a laurel most productions can only 
dream of.
Noises Oﬀ  is a situational comedy about stage actors that uses the dramatic cevice of the playwithin a play.
WWW.ROUNDABOUTTHEATRE.ORG
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BY JOSEPH ESPOSITO
BUSINESS EDITOR
Th e holiday season may be over, 
but the gaming industry contin-
ues to pump out new titles on all 
platforms. Gamers have some ex-
citing games to look forward to as 
February rolls in.
Jan. 28 saw the release of Rise 
of the Tomb Raider on PC. Once 
an Xbox exclusive, the game is 
now available on Steam with ma-
jor graphical enhancements. Th e 
latest Tomb Raider was already 
visually stunning on the Xbox 
One, but PC gamers will be able 
to enjoy an even greater level of 
realistic graphics.
PC gamers can run the game 
with high levels of detail, thanks to 
Crystal Dynamics’ upgraded Foun-
dation Engine. Developers have in-
cluded a new lighting system called 
HBAO+, which is used to produce 
richer and more detailed ambi-
ent lighting. Th e upgraded graphi-
cal experience will cost gamers 
roughly $60 on Steam.
Th is War of Mine was released in 
2014 by 11 bit studios on Mac, Win-
dows and Linux. Th e game featured 
RPG elements in the increasingly 
common 2.5D perspective. Players 
must survive playing as citizens in 
a war-torn Bosnia, where they take 
care of companions by day, and ei-
ther sleep or scavenge the country-
side for supplies by night. 
Th is War of Mine: Th e Little 
Ones, is the same game from 11 bit 
studios, with added child compan-
ions and a few new missions. Th e 
new game will be off ered exclu-
sively on Xbox One and PlayStation 
4. Th e original game had an 83 per-
cent Metacritic score, and reviews 
for Th e Little Ones have minimal 
complaints. Any next-gen console 
gamers who were unable to buy 
Th is War of Mine are now able to, as 
the game came out Jan. 29.
XCOM 2 is the sequel to Firaxis 
Games’ XCOM: Enemy Unknown, 
which was released in 2012. XCOM 
2 takes place 20 years after the 
events of its predecessor, where the 
player acts as the commander of 
the XCOM resistance force, fi ghting 
the alien occupation of Earth.
Th e turn-based action RPG al-
lows players to control squads of 
resistance fi ghters that he or she 
recruits for missions. Between 
missions, gamers can custom-
ize their experience aboard the 
Avenger, a commandeered alien 
command ship. 
Th ere, the player will be able 
to research new equipment and 
upgrades for recruits, unlock new 
classes for troops and launch mis-
sions. XCOM 2 comes out on PC 
and Mac on Feb. 5 for $60.
If you are a fan of the Street 
Fighter franchise and own a PC 
or a PlayStation 4, you are in luck. 
Street Fighter V arrives on Feb. 16, 
and promises all the street brawling 
action one could hope for. Th e fran-
chise has been around since 1987, 
and has since become Capcom’s 
second best-selling series, and one 
of the most widely known titles in 
the gaming industry.
Street Fighter V will feature 
cross-platform online play between 
players. Along with all the charac-
ters from previous Street Fighter 
games, Capcom will be introduc-
ing four new characters at launch, 
along with six additional new char-
acters added throughout 2016.
Th e six extra characters will be 
available for purchase using in-
game currency earned through 
fi ghting or purchased with real-
world money.
Dying Light fans will be able to 
enjoy an expanded gameplay expe-
rience with a new DLC, titled Th e 
Following. Th e 2015 action/sur-
vival zombie game was created by a 
Polish developer named Techland 
and published by Warner Bros. 
Interactive Entertainment.
Th e Following DLC will feature 
a map that, according to Techland, 
is “twice as big as the maps from 
the original game.” Th e developer 
says that this new area will be fi lled 
with new and interesting locations, 
claiming that “all the locations are 
full of little details that tell vari-
ous apocalyptic stories if you look 
closely and the most inquisitive 
will surely discover dozens of re-
warding secrets.” Th e new DLC will 
cost $20, a relatively hefty price 
for a DLC, and will be released 
on Feb. 9.
Far Cry Primal is the newest up-
coming Far Cry title developed by 
Ubisoft Montreal and published by 
Ubisoft. Far Cry Primal is the fi fth 
installment in the Far Cry franchise. 
Gamers will play as Takkar, a Stone 
Age hunter, whose story is the cen-
ter of the game. Takkar starts out 
the game unarmed but must rise to 
become the leader of a tribe. 
Gameplay footage has given Far 
Cry fans something to look forward 
to that is both beautiful and unique 
but with similar gameplay ele-
ments as previous franchise titles. 
Because the game will take place 
during prehistoric times, modern 
guns and vehicles will not be pres-
ent. Th e weapons available will be 
melee weapons like spears and 
axes, and short-ranged weapons 
like bows.
Gamers playing as Takkar will 
not be able purchase weapons like 
previous Far Cry titles. Instead, 
they must craft their weapons using 
materials and resources scavenged 
from the world around them. As 
Takkar discovers more of the world, 
players will have access to new re-
sources which can be used to craft 
new and more deadly weapons 
and tools.
Players will progress through 
the game by building the power of 
their own tribe and driving off  ri-
val tribes by attacking their camps, 
much like capturing outposts in 
the previous Far Cry titles. Players’ 
tribes are composed of fellow men 
recruited by Takkar, whom he will 
have to manage and look after.
Early in the game, Takkar is giv-
en the ability to tame certain ani-
mals. Th ese animals can be used 
as companions. Certain animals, 
like birds, can be used to scout 
enemy camps. Others, like wolves 
and saber tooth tigers, can be used 
as weapons against enemies or 
as hunting companions. Far Cry 
Primal looks like it will be a brand 
new gaming experience and will be 
available on PC, Xbox One and PS4 
on Feb. 23. 
BY SIBELY ANAN AND MARIA 
MARKOWICZ
SENIOR STAFF WRITER AND SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
EDITOR
Th e World Health Organiza-
tion declared the Zika virus, a dis-
ease spread through mosquito 
bites that recently received a lot 
of international attention, a global 
emergency. Th e last time the world 
faced a virus like this was the Ebola 
outbreak in 2014 and the swine fl u 
virus before that in 2009. 
According to the BBC, the virus 
was fi rst found in Ugandan mon-
keys in 1947. Th ere were several 
smaller outbreaks in the past, in-
cluding ones in Asia and the Pacifi c 
Islands. Th e outbreak that started 
in South America is the largest 
in history.
Th e carriers of the virus are the 
Aedes aegypti mosquitoes, which 
also carry dengue, yellow fever and 
Chikungunya, Reuters reports.
Th e current outbreak of the 
virus was found by discovering 
several babies born with a birth 
defect called microcephaly in 
which an infant is born with an 
abnormally small head. Since 
then, it has spread to Central and 
South America, sparking travel 
alerts for pregnant women across 
the world. Th ree and a half thou-
sand cases were reported in Brazil 
alone, according to a press release 
made by the Pan American Health 
Organization.
According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
symptoms of the virus include fe-
ver, rash, joint pain and conjuncti-
vitis. It is a mild disease that gen-
erally lasts a few days to a week, 
but the side eff ects in infants can 
be severe.
“Only 1-in-4 people infected 
with Zika virus develops symp-
toms, though it can sometimes 
cause serious complications in 
those who are infected,” the PAHO 
press release asserts.
Until recently, there were no 
known cases of the virus being lo-
cally transmitted, although it has 
been found in returning travelers 
from aff ected areas.
A New York Times article from 
Feb. 3 reported the fi rst case of Zika 
virus transmitted through sexual 
contact in Texas. Some of the big-
ger nations where the virus has 
been reported include Brazil, Cape 
Verde, Colombia, Puerto Rico, Ec-
uador, Mexico, Samoa and Venezu-
ela. Th e total number of countries 
aff ected stood at 26 by Feb. 3, Re-
uters reported.
Since there is no vaccine or 
treatment for the virus, diff er-
ent countries seem to have their 
own ways of preventing a bigger 
outbreak. El Salvador reportedly 
urged its female population not to 
get pregnant until 2018. Colombia 
made a similar statement, though 
the timeframe is much shorter—
the offi  cials asked for women to 
consider delaying pregnancy for six 
to eight months.
“We’d like to suggest to all the 
women of fertile age that they take 
steps to plan their pregnancies, and 
avoid getting pregnant between 
this year and next,” El Salvador’s 
Deputy Health Minister Eduardo 
Espinoza reportedly stated.
Th e CDC reports that wide-
spread transmission in the United 
States is unlikely, as two condi-
tions are needed for an outbreak 
to occur: the Aedes mosquito that 
carries the disease must reach the 
United States and it must fi nd its 
way into communities that are 
crowded and do not have air con-
ditioning, which creates the sort of 
environment that mosquitoes and 
viruses thrive in. 
When the world experienced 
its fi rst Zika outbreak in 2007, the 
CDC responded by trying to fi nd 
a way to diagnose it. It is now able 
to confi rm the affl  iction within the 
fi rst week of illness.
Laboratories in Puerto Rico 
and the United States have been 
providing testing and research, 
while working with at-risk coun-
tries for better mosquito control 
before the weather gets warm-
er and mosquitoes become a 
problem everywhere.
Th ere is an ongoing eff ort to fi nd 
treatment and vaccines, but so far 
no solution has been found. Th ere-
fore, prevention is key and protect-
ing oneself from mosquito bites is 
of utmost importance. 
WHO collaborated with PAHO 
to create a team of global experts 
to help combat outbreaks of Zika. 
Marcos Espinal, Ph.D., leads the 
team. He is the director of the De-
partment of Communicable Dis-
eases and Health Analysis at PAHO.
As PAHO’s press release states, 
the team’s goal is to “assist min-
istries of health in strengthening 
their abilities to detect the ar-
rival and circulation of Zika virus 
through laboratory testing and 
rapid reporting, to ensure accurate 
clinical diagnosis and treatment for 
patients, to track the spread of the 
virus and the mosquito that carries 
it, and to promote prevention, es-
pecially through mosquito control.”
In a statement, the press offi  ce 
of the White House declared, “Th e 
leaders agreed on the importance 
of collaborative eff orts to deepen 
our knowledge, advance research, 
and accelerate work to develop bet-
ter vaccines and other technologies 
to control the virus.”
A global eff ort must be made, 
prioritizing building a capacity to 
combat disease before they be-
come global disasters. 
PAHO advised people to clean 
all water-holding containers, use 
insect repellents and keep win-
dows and doors closed.
Science & Technology
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Fear of Zika virus increases as leaders warn against pregnancy
The Zika virus spreads mainly through the Aedes aegypti mosquitoes. Oﬃ  cials advise people in aﬀ ected areas to use repellants.
WWW.WIKIPEDIA.ORG
Street Fighter V and Far Cry Primal planned for February releases
Far Cry Primal is the ﬁ fth installment of the franchise. Set in the Stone Age, weapon choices include bows and spears.
SPECIAL TO THE TICKER
BY AANCHAL SOMANI
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
January 2016 marked the his-
torical vertical landing of a previ-
ously used sub-orbital rocket, Blue 
Origin’s New Shepard. Th is rocket 
is named after Alan Shepard, the 
fi rst American who traveled into 
space. Headed by technology en-
trepreneur and investor Jeff  Bezos, 
Blue Origin is one of the many 
competing commercial space 
travel companies.
Th e fi rst successful vertical 
takeoff  and landing, or VTVL, was 
completed in November 2015 and 
took the scientifi c community by 
surprise, bringing the organization 
into the limelight. New Shepard is 
being designed to carry humans 
into low Earth orbit, or LEO, and 
further designs aim to assist civil-
ian space travel. Th ough SpaceX, a 
similar commercial rocket compa-
ny, was able to accomplish vertical 
landing with Falcon 9 in 2015, the 
two tests conducted did not launch 
the rocket into space prior to de-
scent whereas Blue Origin’s rocket 
completed the sub-orbital fl ight.
Sub-orbital fl ights do not launch 
the crew capsule out of the range 
of gravitational pull. Th erefore, this 
capsule only remains in space for 
an approximate four minutes be-
fore descending back to Earth. Th e 
successful VTVL completed in No-
vember 2015 reached an apogee of 
329,839 feet or 100.5 kilometers—
right outside the internationally 
recognized boundary of space—
with a thrust of 110,000 pounds 
with the help of a liquid hydrogen 
and liquid oxygen combustion 
engine named BE-3.
At this point, the fi rst stage of 
the rocket separated from the crew 
capsule and descended to Earth at 
a speed of Mach 3.72, which is 3.72 
times the speed of sound. Drag 
breaks released at the top of the 
rocket booster and reduced vehicle 
speed by half.
Furthermore, the BE-3 rocket 
booster engine reignited at about 
4,896 feet above ground level, thus 
allowing for ample time to slow the 
vehicle’s velocity. Th e November 
landing occurred at a slow 4.4 mph. 
Th e crew capsule, which deployed 
parachutes at 20,045 feet above 
ground, also made a successful 
landing approximately 11 minutes 
after takeoff . Upon inspection of all 
parts, the capsule parachutes were 
replaced along with the rocket’s 
pyro igniters. Software improve-
ments were made for further reuse.
Last month, the same New 
Shepard completed another suc-
cessful VTVL, demonstrating its 
reusability. Th e vehicle reached an 
apogee of 333,582 feet, or 101.7 ki-
lometers, above ground. Th ere, the 
capsule and booster were sepa-
rated before both returned to Earth 
for recovery.
Key to the vehicle’s vertical 
landing mechanism is the soft-
ware allowing for up to 4 feet of 
landing margin, meaning the 
rocket can descend to a landing 
pad within 4 feet of the intended 
target point. Th is larger margin 
of error allows for greater prob-
ability of success when landing 
the vehicle. Fins at the base of the 
booster pivot to guide landing and 
increase precision.
SpaceX’s Falcon 9 has com-
pleted similar VTVL tests in recent 
months. However, it is designed to 
make orbital journeys into space 
and to the International Space Sta-
tion. Th is requires greater speeds 
and thrust and a slimmer de-
sign that makes vertical landing 
more challenging.
In December 2015, it success-
fully landed at Cape Canaveral 
after delivering 11 communica-
tions and GPS testing satellites 
into space for ORBCOMM—an in-
dustry team led by engineers from 
Sierra Nevada Corp and Argon ST. 
Th is landing was SpaceX’s third at-
tempt of its kind in recent months 
but the fi rst successful one.
Since then, SpaceX has carried 
out a mission for NASA using Fal-
con 9. Th e ocean surface topogra-
phy satellite named Jason-3 was 
lifted into orbit this month from 
the Vandenberg Air Force Base 
in California. However, Falcon 9 
tipped over after a nearly success-
ful drone ship landing. According 
to Bezos, one of the legs experi-
enced an issue with the locking 
mechanism, causing the rocket to 
tip over and explode. 
Blue Origin plans on exploring 
orbital missions in the future that 
are similar to SpaceX’s Falcon mis-
sions. Th e rockets will aim to as-
sist agencies in carrying out space 
missions with both payloads and 
astronauts. Th e private company 
is currently working on building a 
new engine that will use liquefi ed 
natural gas and liquid oxygen as 
propellants for the rocket. Th ese 
elements will ease reuse and main-
tenance of the rocket systems. Th e 
current BE-3 engine will be modi-
fi ed to have a larger nozzle to assist 
operation in orbital space.
Successful commercial VTVL 
rockets and demonstrated reuse 
can greatly benefi t both space ex-
ploration and space tourism by 
cutting industry costs dramatical-
ly. Currently, rocket payloads cost 
about $10,000 per pound. SpaceX 
is aiming to bring down these costs 
to $1,000 per pound. Th rough fur-
ther experimentation, redevel-
opment, recovery and reuse of 
these vehicles, NASA hopes to re-
duce that cost to $100 per pound 
by 2025.
Research and advancements in 
the fi eld of VTVL reusable rockets 
can help solve an even more press-
ing issue that the United States is 
facing today. With only a limited 
supply of Russian-manufactured 
engines used to power United 
Launch Alliance’s Atlas V due to 
tensions between Russia and the 
U.S., it is becoming increasingly 
important to develop new vehicles 
for military launches.
Recently, in response to ri-
valry between ULA and Space X, 
a partnership between ULA and 
Blue Origin was struck to develop 
an engine produced in the United 
States, called the BE-4. Th e cur-
rent competition between ULA’s 
Atlas V, Blue Origin’s New Shepard 
and SpaceX’s Falcon 9 could be 
key to fi nding a solution in the 
coming years, giving the U.S. the 
ability to lift satellites and imple-
ment manned missions from an 
entirely U.S. manufactured and 
operated rocket.
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Marvin Minsky, a pioneer in 
artifi cial intelligence, died in a 
Boston hospital on Jan. 24 af-
ter a lengthy fi ght with cerebral 
hemorrhage.
Minsky was born in New York 
City and attended the Bronx High 
School of Science. He served in the 
U.S. Navy from 1944 to 1945 during 
the last two years of the Second 
World War. Later on, he earned a 
Bachelor of the Arts in mathemat-
ics from Harvard University in 
1950 and a Ph.D. in mathematics 
from Princeton University in 1954. 
After earning his Ph.D., Minsky 
was a Junior Fellow at the Har-
vard Society of Fellows from 1954 
to 1957. He was affi  liated with the 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology from 1957 until his death.
Among his biggest accomplish-
ments at MIT is the cofounding 
of the MIT Artifi cial Intelligence 
project, later known as the Artifi -
cial Intelligence Laboratory.
Although best known for his 
writing and contributions to ar-
tifi cial intelligence, Minsky also 
worked in other fi elds, including 
cognitive psychology, mathemat-
ics, robotics and optics.
According to his MIT biogra-
phy, he “designed and built some 
of the fi rst visual scanners, me-
chanical hands with tactile sen-
sors,” and built the fi rst neural 
network simulator—also known 
as the SNARC—all of which would 
infl uence future robotic break-
throughs. Such neural networks 
are learned for their learning abili-
ties through the “neurons” that ex-
change information.
In the early 1970s, Minsky col-
laborated with Seymour Papert, 
an MIT mathematician and com-
puter scientist, to propose a theory 
called “Th e Society of Mind.” Sim-
ply put, “Th e Society of Mind” pro-
poses that intelligence is a product 
of many processes, as opposed to 
the idea that intelligence is created 
through a single process. Th e two 
scientists argued that because dif-
ferent actions stem from diff erent 
processes, there cannot be a “few 
‘basic’ principles” set in place to 
defi ne intelligence.
When writing on the theory 
in his book titled Th e Society of 
Mind, Minsky summarized “Th e 
Society of Mind” by stating, “’Th e 
Society of Mind’ is this scheme in 
which each mind is made of many 
smaller processes. Th ese we’ll call 
agents. Each mental agent by itself 
can only do some simple thing 
that needs no mind or thought 
at all. Yet when we join these 
agents in societies … this leads to 
intelligence.” 
In his blog post dedicated to 
Minsky, Stephen Wolfram, found-
er of Wolfram research and author 
of A New Kind of Science, de-
scribed Minsky as “an eccentric.”
“Th e Marvin that I knew was a 
wonderful mixture of serious and 
quirky,” Wolfram wrote. “About 
almost any subject he’d have 
something to say, most often quite 
unusual. Sometimes it’d be really 
interesting; sometimes it’d just 
be unusual.”
When listening to Minsky’s 
2003 TED Talk titled “Health and 
the human mind,” the scientist 
came off  as witty, sometimes ex-
plaining statistics with enjoyable 
anecdotes, earning laughs from 
the audience. His answers were 
wise and thought-out, his speech 
casual. When he posed a question 
that he did not have an answer to, 
he was not ashamed to admit that 
he did not have an answer.
On Jan. 24 the scientifi c world 
lost a great man, but his infl u-
ence will live on through those 
he infl uenced.
New Shepard shows promise with second successful landing
BY VICTORIA MERLINO
STAFF WRITER
Valentine’s Day is fast ap-
proaching, and while romantic 
comedies like to suggest that you 
may fall in love this Feb. 14 be-
cause of cosmic destiny, science 
begs to diff er. A new study reveals 
that a human’s choice in roman-
tic partner is infl uenced by their 
genes, including the genes that de-
termine a person’s height. 
Th e study, published in Ge-
nome Biology, works to identify 
the physical traits that infl uence 
attraction, as well as the underly-
ing aspect of genetic variation.  
Using an analysis of the geno-
types of more than 13,000 Cau-
casian heterosexual couples, 
researchers worked to uncover 
whether sexual attraction is caused 
by genes, and whether the genes 
that infl uence a person’s height 
also infl uence a person’s choice 
in partner. 
Th e researchers found that 
there was a correlation between a 
person’s own height, as dictated by 
their genome, and their preference 
in a partner’s height. Th e study as-
serts that “the genetic correlation 
between height and the preference 
for a partner with similar height is 
0.89, which indicates that genes 
aff ecting individual preferences 
for height and one’s own height 
are largely shared.” Th is indicates 
that a person’s genotype, or one’s 
genetic makeup, infl uences not 
only their phenotype, or their own 
physical appearance, but their 
preferences in the physical ap-
pearances of potential mates. 
Th e scientists were then able 
to accurately guess the height of a 
person’s chosen mate more than 
half the time through the person’s 
genotype and their own fi ndings. 
“Our genes drive our attraction 
for partners of similar height to 
ours, i.e. tall people pair with tall 
people. We found that 89 percent 
of the genetic variation aff ecting 
individual preferences for height 
and one’s own height are shared, 
indicating that there’s an innate 
preference for partners of similar 
height,” Albert Tenesa, a researcher 
from the University of Edinburgh 
and lead author of the study, said.
Th is revelation that humans 
choose their partners partially 
because of genes dictating their 
height may lead to larger scientifi c 
implications. While some may say 
that fate or destiny rule a person’s 
love life, human genes infl uenc-
ing the partner selection process is 
indicative of the greater biological 
phenomena of assortative mating 
at work. 
Assortative mating is a mating 
pattern in which people with cer-
tain physical characteristics have 
a higher chance to choose each 
other as partners than expected. 
It is the “like marries like” eff ect: 
blondes have a higher chance of 
partnering off  with other blondes, 
brown eyed people have a higher 
chance of mating with brown eyed 
people, people of the same body 
size have a higher chance of mar-
rying and so on. Assortative mating 
“plays a crucial role in shaping the 
genome structure of the popula-
tion,” as the study says, and leaves 
a great impact on variation within 
the human gene pool. Th ese fi nd-
ings off er insight on how assorta-
tive mating operates on a genotype 
level and what that means for the 
future of humanity’s genes. 
Th e study also says that its 
fi ndings off er “the opportunity 
to search for the genetic variants 
and mechanisms that determine 
individual preferences for mate 
height, as well as other traits that 
govern human sexual attraction.” 
Human sexual attraction and the 
mechanisms that trigger it are 
still regarded largely as a scientifi c 
mystery, and this study could lead 
to more insight into both this and 
the mechanisms that drive human 
genetic variation.  
Whether you believe in the logic 
of romantic comedies or hard sci-
ence, this Valentine’s Day, there is 
no denying that assortative mat-
ing, and subsequently these new 
fi ndings on genotype, phenotype, 
physical attraction and height all 
play an interesting role in human 
romance and sexual attraction.
Height may contribute to attractiveness
People that are similar in height may feel more attracted to each other.
WWW.PIXABAY.COM
With the second successful landing, New Shepard shows promise of cheaper supply deliveries to space.
WWW.WIKIPEDIA.ORG
Marvin Minsky dies at 88
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Sports
Offense heats up as Bearcats cruise to third consecutive victory
BY PAUL JOH
SPORTS EDITOR
Coming into the season, the Ba-
ruch College women’s basketball 
team faced many questions as to 
whether or not they would be able 
to defend its championship, after 
losing many of its key upperclass-
men to graduation. Without any 
seniors on the current roster, many 
believed that the team lacked the 
experience to win another title. 
However, time always tells, and Ba-
ruch has proven against the odds 
that they are well-deserving to be 
contenders. Th e Bearcats are cur-
rently playing out of their minds, 
out-scoring each of their last three 
opponents by more than 25 points. 
After a successful away match 
against York College, Baruch con-
tinued its hot streak on its home 
court by dominating Medgar Evers 
College, 77-52. Baruch followed 
up its performance with another 
away-game blowout against an-
other conference rival, John Jay 
College, 64-38. Th eir victories over 
the Cougars and Bloodhounds 
were the team’s fi rst consecutive 
wins in nearly three weeks, and 
their current three-game win streak 
is the longest of the season. Th e 
wins also put Baruch one-game 
within reach of fi rst place in the 
conference standings.
In the fi rst meeting between the 
two teams this season, Baruch held 
Medgar Evers to just 24 points in 
the entire game. Although the Cou-
gars were able to put up a closer 
fi ght shooting-percentage wise this 
time around, it was not enough 
to overcome the Bearcats’ high-
scoring off ense. Kristen Podlovits 
had an unbelievable game, leading 
all scorers with a season-high 20 
points, in addition to a career-high 
17 assists for her second straight 
double-double and third of the sea-
son. Th e junior guard from Middle 
Village was getting her teammates 
involved early on throughout the 
game, showcasing her elite pass-
ing ability and high court vision; all 
seven Baruch players got a piece of 
the action and contributed to the 
77 total points. 
Outside of her role as a facilita-
tor, Podlovits played equally well on 
defense, recording seven steals and 
one block. Th e Cougars struggled 
off ensively all game, committing 
23 turnovers that led to 22 points 
on the other side. Th e Bearcats did 
an admirable job locking down 
the team’s second-leading scorer, 
Nia Tompkins, to just nine points 
on 3-17 shooting. 
With a six-point advantage 
heading into halftime, Baruch was 
in complete control with a healthy 
lead and later capped off  the win 
with an impressive 22 points in 
the fi nal 10 minutes of the game. 
Veronica Ganzi, Baruch’s lead-
ing scorer this season, recorded 
19 points and dished out six as-
sists after coming off  of a 30-point 
performance against York College. 
Th e Cougars tried to fi ght their way 
back into the game, clanging three-
point shots, but was only able to 
drain one out of the 11 attempts in 
the second half. With the win, Ba-
ruch swept the series against Med-
gar Evers and sent the Cougars to 
their fi fth straight loss.
In the game against John Jay, 
neither team was able to get their 
off ense going in the opening half. 
Th e game started with a sequence 
of missed fi eld goals, and it was not 
until 3 minutes and 16 seconds into 
the game that one of the teams was 
fi nally on the scoreboard. Baruch 
and John Jay each only made nine 
fi eld goals in the fi rst half, and the 
Bloodhounds had slightly a better 
shooting percentage, 26.5 percent 
to the Bearcats’ 25.7. Following 
halftime, Baruch quickly built its 
lead after starting the new period 
on an 8-0 run. Ganzi and Podlovits 
fueled the massive 16-point break-
out in the third period by combin-
ing for 15 of the 16 total points. 
Despite a horrendous fi rst half, the 
Bearcats came out of halftime look-
ing like a diff erent team, rejuve-
nated with new life. Baruch roared 
to a lead as big as 26 points late in 
the second half while scoring a 
staggering 25 points in the fi nal 10 
minutes. Shannon Barrett led the 
Bearcats on the defensive end, col-
lecting 14 rebounds and fi ve blocks. 
Podlovits missed a double-double 
with 15 points and nine assists.  
With just fi ve games left remain-
ing in the regular season, four of 
which are against CUNYAC teams, 
the Bearcats will have a chance to 
gain some momentum in prepa-
ration for their ninth consecutive 
title. Baruch has several key match-
ups ahead of its schedule, includ-
ing a regular-season fi nale, featur-
ing a rematch against last season’s 
runner-up in the championships, 
the Brooklyn College Bulldogs. 
Despite a loss in an earlier match 
against the Bulldogs this season, 
the Bearcats will have a chance to 
redeem themselves in Baruch Ath-
letics’ marquee athletic event, the 
Battle of Lexington.
Since joining the team mid-January, Barrett is averaging nearly a double-double with 10.3 points and 9.5 rebounds per game.
BY OMER SEMAN
STAFF WRITER
Questions raised about tennis’ 
“Big Four” from last year’s Grand 
Slam season had their answers 
before the fi nal round of the Aus-
tralian Open. Could Rafael Nadal, 
a walking Operation board, regain 
his form? Th anks to a fi rst-round 
exit, his only chance at a major 
title could exclusively be on clay. 
Does 34-year-old Roger Federer 
have enough left in the tank to 
add an 18th trophy to his ledger? A 
swift loss in the semifi nals to top-
ranked Novak Djokovic was dis-
heartening, but advancing as far 
as he did proved Fed still deserves 
to be ranked third in the world. Is 
Djokovic capable of maintaining 
his indomitable form? Cruising to 
the championship round seemed 
to cement his status. Th e fi nal 
matchup was vital to answering 
another question: would four-time 
runner-up Andy Murray be able to 
get over the hump in Melbourne? 
With Rod Laver Arena still 
buzzing from the previous night’s 
upset, Murray was intent on recti-
fying last year’s defeat to Djokovic 
in the same spot. Th e always-fi ery 
Scotsman had plenty on his mind 
besides tennis; his wife Kim Sears 
was due to give birth to their fi rst 
child within weeks and Murray 
fi rmly asserted he would leave 
the tournament to be with her if 
she were to go into labor. Luck-
ily for Djokovic, his wife had their 
son over a year ago, so he was not 
quite as distracted as his oppo-
nent and longtime frenemy. Mur-
ray could have meditated with 
Buddhist monks the night before; 
nothing was stopping the buzzsaw 
that is Djokovic. 
If match-fi xing scandals were 
not already prominent in tennis, 
this match would have sounded 
some alarms. From the opening 
serve, Djokovic had the compo-
sure, focus and control Murray 
desperately craved. Th e Serbian 
held his ground at the center of the 
court, guiding the world’s num-
ber two player like a puppeteer in 
each rally. Murray endured a fi ve-
set match against Milos Raonic in 
the previous round and appeared 
gassed early on. Down 0-5 and 
serving to keep the fi rst set alive, 
Murray countered a Djokovic net 
approach with a lunging forehand 
winner. Th e champ rebounded 
with a smashing serve that ate up 
Murray, causing a fl uttering re-
turn to plop into the net, sealing 
the fi rst set in 30 minutes. 
Murray made the match com-
petitive in the second set, but it 
required all his might to simply 
hold serve. A 36-shot rally when 
the combatants were tied at fi ve 
games apiece featured the agility, 
strength and stamina one could 
take for granted from top-class 
tennis stars. Once again, unforced 
errors were the name of the game 
as he squandered a break point 
with three consecutive woeful 
shots to fall two sets to none. Th e 
reigning champion began the 
third set with a backhand winner, 
curling around the net to break 
Murray’s serve and spirit. He 
fought back into the set to force 
a tiebreaker, only to be mercifully 
aced out of the match by the now 
six-time Aussie Open titleholder. 
It was deja vu for the Brit as he 
earned the dubious record of 0-5 
in Australian Open fi nals with four 
losses at the hands of Djokovic. 
Th is marked the most losses in 
the fi nal of a Grand Slam event 
without a win, though Murray 
does have a Wimbledon and a U.S. 
Open title to his name. He saved 
special praise to his wife back in 
the U.K. for last. “I thank you so 
much for your support and I’ll be 
on the next fl ight home,” Murray 
uttered into the microphone while 
choking up. He will certainly have 
easier weeks ahead of him, until 
he faces Djokovic again.
Djokovic has won 94 of his 
last 100 matches since the start of 
2015, is 36-5 versus the top 10 and 
is in the prime of his career. All 
that is left for him to conquer is an 
elusive French Open title in May. 
Th e “Big Four” era is over. Th e 
Djoker now reigns as king. 
Djokovic prevails overseas in tight finish
BARUCH SPORTS INFORMATION
After taking down Federer in the semiﬁ nals, Djokovic went on to defeat Murray (6-
1, 7-5, 7-6) to secure his 11th Grand Slam singles victory.
WWW. INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Th e Violets refused to go down 
quietly and responded with a 
commanding 7-1 run to open the 
second round. 
Despite a hard-fought eff ort, 
Baruch was unable to recover from 
the early defi cit, and the team went 
on to lose the set 20-25. Th e third 
and fourth set proceeded likewise, 
and Baruch ended up surrendering 
those rounds as well. 
“We came out with a lot of en-
ergy and heart, but at the end of 
the day it was just too inconsistent 
from a technical and emotional 
aspect,” head coach Danial Levent 
said. “We did a poor job of stopping 
their momentum.”
Th e Violets dominated the box 
score with a .243 hitting percentage 
and 51 total kills to the Bearcats’ 
0.39 hitting percentage and 33 kills. 
Th e seniors on the team had a rela-
tively quiet night compared to their 
usual performances. Scott Stan-
dring and Brian Coniglio combined 
for 31 assists in the match, and cap-
tain Brady Ambro struggled attack-
ing the ball, notching just three kills 
and a -.071 hitting percentage. 
On a night where the seniors 
struggled, the fi rst- and second-
year players on the team stepped 
up and led the scoring. Freshman 
Th omas Leslein led the Bearcats 
with seven kills and eight digs on 21 
total attacks, but committed seven 
errors on the night; sophomores Ja-
cob Mareschal Rudin and Samuel 
Rabidoux, along with freshman Na-
thaniel Chin, each posted fi ve kills. 
“Hopefully they keep progress-
ing. Th ey’re all young so we just 
want them to learn a lot and get 
experience,” said Levent. “Th ey 
do bring a lot of good energy and 
heart, but they are just lacking the 
experience right now. So hopefully 
as the season goes on, they will 
gain a little more experience and 
we will peak towards the end of 
the season.”
In the fi rst set, Baruch trailed 
early, but kept the game close 
enough to muster up a 4-1 run to 
fi nish and win the set. Th e Bearcats 
trailed by as many as fi ve points, 
but with the energy of the crowd 
behind them, forced their way 
back into the game. With Baruch 
down 22-23, Rabidoux rose up 
high above the net and delivered 
a vicious kill to tie the game at 23. 
Baruch retained possession, and 
Chin stepped behind the line ready 
to serve the ball. On the next two 
plays, the Violets committed back-
to-back attack errors, and the fi rst 
set belonged to the Bearcats. 
Th e Violets wasted no time mak-
ing their comeback and surged to a 
6-1 run in the next set, and Baruch 
had no choice but to call a timeout. 
Th e Violets continued their ram-
page without skipping a beat fol-
lowing the break and found them-
selves with an 11-2 advantage. Th e 
Bearcats huddled together hoping 
to fi nd some solution to overcome 
their largest defi cit of the game, 
and on the next play, the Violets 
committed a service error, giving 
Baruch a chance to catch-up. Th e 
Bearcats took advantage of the 
mistake by grinding out six straight 
points and closed the gap to three 
points. Both sides traded runs as 
the set progressed, but a few costly 
errors hurt Baruch towards the end. 
Th e Violets escaped with the win.
In the third set, NYU had an-
other breakout run, erupting for 10 
straight points after the score was 
tied 4-4. Sean Leahy was the server 
for the Violets during the stretch, 
and it was not until his service er-
ror that the off ense stopped scor-
ing. Th e Bearcats were unable to 
rally back, letting another crucial 
set slip away.
Many of the players were worn 
out after three long sets, and the 
fourth was even more lopsided. 
Th e Violets recorded three service 
aces and 11 kills, and Baruch never 
closed in less than six points after 
trailing 5-11. Th e Violets ultimately 
won, 25-12. “We lost the focus and 
the motivation in the fourth set for 
sure,” said Levent. “You really try to 
keep it very simple and basic, and 
hopefully they respond but today 
wasn’t the day for that.”
Coming into the match, the 
Bearcats were coming off  of a tough 
road trip at the Kean Invitational, 
where the team went 0-3, while 
the Violets entered the contest on a 
two-game losing streak—despite a 
promising 2-0 start to their season.
Overall, the Bearcats’ season 
has been off  to a troubling 0-4 
start, but the team is hopeful that 
it will go back to winning ways. 
“We’re still working hard. It’s early 
in the season, and we’re all trying 
to fi gure it out. I think there was a 
little bit of progress in this match,” 
said Levent. 
With their next four games at 
home, Baruch will look to pick up 
some steam against Brooklyn Col-
lege and the College of Staten Is-
land on its fi rst of four CUNYAC 
multi-match days. 
Despite the heartbreaking end-
ing at the Bearcats’ season home 
opener, the inaugural Spikefest at 
Baruch was still a success in the 
eyes of Levent. “You don’t really 
get to play in front of a large crowd 
like that often. It was disappoint-
ing that we couldn’t put on a good 
show for them, but I think a lot of 
people coming to the match did 
help us in the fi rst and second sets,” 
he emphasized.
BY MICHAEL FRIEDLICH
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
By the way Serena Williams 
was playing at the Australian Open 
before the women’s fi nal against 
seventh-seeded Angelique Kerber 
from Germany, one would think 
that Williams, a 21-time Grand 
Slam champion, would win this one 
handily. Williams was heavily fa-
vored because she had a 5-1 record 
against Kerber, she had never lost a 
match in the fi nal at the Australian 
Open and Kerber was in her fi rst-
ever Grand Slam singles fi nal. Wil-
liams had not lost a set to anyone 
in her six matches prior to the fi nal, 
even though she had not played a 
match in the four months between 
the U.S. Open and the Australian 
Open. In the week leading up to the 
fi nal, most claimed that the only 
possible threat to Williams was 
Victoria Azarenka, two-time Grand 
Slam and Australian Open cham-
pion and former-world number 
one. However, Kerber dispatched 
Azarenka in the semifi nals, which 
supposedly cleared the way for Wil-
liams to win her 22nd Grand Slam 
title, and join the former great Steffi   
Graf of Germany with the most 
majors in the Open Era. 
Th erefore, it was stunning to see 
Williams lose to Kerber, 6-4, 3-6, 
6-4, spraying an uncharacteristic 
46 unforced errors. From the start, 
Williams seemed nervous and was 
not playing like her normal self. Her 
serve usually gets her free points by 
preventing opponents from break-
ing serve and by bailing her out of 
trouble when facing break points. 
But she struggled to get her fi rst 
serve going at all. She served al-
most as many double faults, six, 
as aces, seven, only made her fi rst 
serve 53 percent of the time and 
only won 69 percent of her fi rst 
serve points, a tournament low for 
Williams. Her serve let her down 
at critical moments in the match. 
For example, at 3-2, 40-40 in the 
third set, Williams double-faulted 
to give Kerber a break point, which 
allowed Kerber to break Williams 
on the next point. Also, she played 
poorly at net, either getting passed 
by Kerber or missing volleys, as she 
did on Kerber’s match point. Wil-
liams’ nerves were also on display 
through her inconsistent play.  For 
one point, she would play well, 
smashing overpowering winners 
out of Kerber’s reach. But then for 
the next point, Williams would all 
of a sudden look unsettled and hit 
a wild unforced error that came 
nowhere near the court. It was a 
microcosm for how she played 
the match, because in the fi rst 
and third sets she was not playing 
well at all, but in the second set 
she played well and rebounded to 
take the set, showing how at times 
she fl ashed her normal brilliance, 
but for the most part was lacking 
her game.
It was reminiscent of the semifi -
nal match at the U.S. Open against 
Roberta Vinci, where Williams also 
lost in three sets and looked fl us-
tered, as she did against Kerber. 
Although she had the pressure of 
winning the calendar-year Grand 
Slam at the U.S. Open, Williams did 
not have that pressure here, but it 
looked as if fears and doubts crept 
into Williams’ mind that the per-
formance against Vinci could re-
peat, and that because of this, she 
would not be able to win the match 
and join Graf in history. 
However, Kerber did not just 
win the match because of Wil-
liams’ poor play. Kerber played 
one of the best matches of her ca-
reer in her 33rd  appearance in a 
Grand Slam. She ranks seventh on 
the list of players who have played 
in the most Grand Slams before 
winning one. Kerber only hit 13 
unforced errors, and her winners-
to-unforced-errors diff erential was 
plus-12, which is much better than 
Williams’ diff erential of plus-1. 
Kerber was able to return Williams’ 
serve much more eff ectively than 
any of Williams’ other six oppo-
nents. Kerber returned 81 percent 
of Williams’ serves, compared to 
Williams’ other six opponents who 
could only return more than 70 
percent of her serves. Additionally, 
Kerber broke Williams’ serve fi ve 
times after Williams had only been 
broken four times before the fi nal. 
Somehow, through most of the 
match, she was able to keep her 
nerves in check and displayed great 
composure. Although she tensed 
up and got broken after serving for 
the match at 5-3 in the third set, 
she came right back and broke Wil-
liams to win the match. In the third 
set, when the pressure was on, Ker-
ber showed her tremendous touch 
after multiple perfect drop shots 
landed just over the net, making 
them unreachable for Williams. It 
was odd that Kerber, appearing in a 
Grand Slam fi nal for the fi rst time, 
had so much poise and composure 
in such a tense situation whereas 
Williams, the seasoned veteran, 
should not have been the one in 
such disarray. With the win, Ker-
ber will move up in the Women’s 
Tennis Association rankings from 
seventh to second, right behind 
Williams. 
It was a fi nal of fi rsts. It was the 
fi rst Grand Slam title for Kerber, 
fi rst loss in an Australian Open fi -
nal for Williams and it was the fi rst 
time that Williams had ever lost a 
three-set Grand Slam fi nal. Had 
Williams won, she would have been 
tied with Graf for the most Grand 
Slams in singles with 22. However, 
in an interesting twist, Kerber joins 
Graf as the only other German 
woman to win a Grand Slam title in 
the Open Era.
Bearcats remain winless against Violets at inaugural Spikefest
Kerber upsets struggling Williams en route to first Grand Slam win
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On Thursday, Feb. 4, the Bearcats held its inaugural Spikefest against cross-town rivals, the NYU Violets.
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Despite a promising performance throughout the Australian Open,  Williams fell just one set short from winning the Grand Slam.
WWW. DAVINCIS.IR
FEBRUARY 8, 2016PAGE 22 I THE TICKER SPORTS
THE TICKER CALENDAR I PAGE 23FEBRUARY 8, 2016 
@BaruchSCDC
Baruch College Starr Career Development Center
baruch.cuny.edu/careers
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For full list, visit www.baruch.cuny.edu/calendar
THEME:  THE GRAMMYS
ACROSS
1. Papal court
6. Reggae precursor
9. Eurasian duck
13. Very small particles
14. Politician
15. Locker room infection?
16. Actor ____ Fiennes
17. Like King George, 1760-
1820
18. Salk’s conquest
19. *Ed of “Thinking Out 
Loud” fame
21. “Straight Outta Compton,” 
e.g.
23. L.A. landing spot
24. Under the weather
25. Madonna’s iconic 
stagewear
28. Catcher’s catcher
30. Approvals
35. Chaps
37. United ____ Emirates
39. Time being
40. Miners’ passage
41. *2016 Grammy 
nominations leader
43. Popular pickling spice
44. Fertilizer ingredient
46. Mexican money
47. *Multiple winner Levine 
of Maroon 5
48. Fate
50. Former Speaker of the 
House
52. Pilot’s estimate
53. Back talk
55. “____ he drove out of 
sight...”
57. *What kind of Funk?
60. *____ Shakes
64. Willow tree
65. Flow alternative
67. Bottom-ranking employee
68. Continually annoy
69. Unagi
70. Absurd
71. Ayatollah’s home
72. Marbled bread
73. Formerly Hannah 
Montana
DOWN
1. *Ric Ocasek’s The ____ 
were nominated but lost
2. Park City State
3. Actor’s part
4. Motivate
5. Hindu retreat
6. *What Skrillex and Diplo do
7. Ornamental pond-dweller
8. Legal excuse
9. *”____! In the Name of 
Love,” nominated in 1966
10. French Sudan after 1960
11. *Michael Jackson’s 
“Thriller” was on this label
12. *The ____, a band that 
never won a Grammy
15. *Best ____ Word Album 
category
20. Relating to axis
22. Frigid
24. Reproductive organs of 
a ﬂ ower
25. *Swift’s space?
26. Forearm bones
27. Plural of #40 Across
29. *Fetty Wap’s “____ 
Queen”
31. Scotch partner
32. Like a snicker
33. Audience’s approval
34. MLK march site
36. Kind of cell
38. Corner of a diamond
42. Wheel on a spur
45. Vacation location
49. Fancy marble used as a 
shooter
51. *No Doubt’s “____ 
Kingdom” album, nominated 
in ‘97
54. Expression of contempt
56. Black wood
57. ____-friendly
58. Site of Leaning Tower
59. *”Smells Like ____ 
Spirit,” Grammy loser in 1993
60. Having the means
61. Way, way oﬀ 
62. List of dishes
63. Mars, to the Greeks
64. ____-Wan
66. Turkish title of respect
CROSSWORD SOLUTION:
ISSUE 12
FEBRUARY 2016
MON
8
MARKETING ON THE SECOND FLOOR 
12:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. | VC 2nd FLoor Lobby | Free
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL: BARUCH VS. CCNY
5:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m. | VC B2 Level - Main Gym | Free
TUES
9
ALPHA PHI OMEGA ALUMNI PANEL
6:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. | VC 3-215 | Free
DELTA SIGMA PI BRO BINGO
6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. | VC 2-125 | Free
WED
10
ADMITTED LAW STUDENTS PANEL 
12:40 p.m.-2:00 p.m. | VC 11-135 | Free
THE VALENTINE GAMES 
6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. | VC 3-215 | Free
THURS
11
COLLEGE CLOSED
FRI
12
GLOBAL/LOCAL 1960-2015: SIX ARTISTS FROM IRAN
11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. | NYU - Grey Art Gallery | Free
ANTHONY SANTOS & SUS AMIGOS CONCERT
8:00 p.m. | Lehman College - Concert Hall | $38 - $178
SAT
13
VALENTINE’S DAY
SUN
14
Baruch Weekly
REBECCA VICENTE | THE TICKER
Career Spotlight
The Brooklyn Academy of 
Music (BAM) is excited to oﬀ er a 
unique opportunity for a student 
or recent graduate looking to 
learn more about Arts Adminis-
tration. The President’s Oﬃ  ce In-
tern will work directly with Katy 
Clark, the President of BAM, and 
her Administrative Coordinator. 
Experience an in depth look at 
the inner workings of a top per-
forming arts organization.
Essential duties include: Con-
tribute to the eﬃ  cient and eﬀ ec-
tive operations of the President’s 
Oﬃ  ce, manage the President’s 
calendar, coordinate with VIPs, 
BAM’s Board of Trustees and 
the entire BAM staﬀ  to juggle a 
precise schedule. Other duties 
include performing daily oﬃ  ce 
procedures, such as dealing with 
incoming calls, coordinating of-
ﬁ ce press clippings and ﬁ ling sys-
tem, greeting visitors, ﬁ ling, fax-
ing forms and letters to outside 
vendors, and providing back-up 
to the President’s Oﬃ  ce staﬀ .
Want to learn more about 
what it’s really like to work at 
BAM? Check us out on Twitter 
and Instagram at #BAMCareers! 
Minimum Qualiﬁ cations: 
Currently pursuing a degree or 
recent graduate, excellent ad-
ministrative, organizational and 
time management skills, excel-
lent written and verbal commu-
nication skills, strong attention to 
detail, customer service oriented, 
knowledge of Microsoft Oﬃ  ce: 
Outlook, Excel, Word, demon-
strated skills in data entry and 
record keeping, strong interest in 
Arts Administration, and knowl-
edge of BAM programming. 
To apply, visit BAM website, 
http://www.bam.org/about/ca-
reers. Visit STARR Search for more 
information (ID: 87472)
INTERNSHIP UPDATE
President’s Oﬃ  ce Intern Position
BROOKLYN ACADEMY OF MUSIC
62 unique companies participated in the Fall 2015 
On-Campus Recruiting program and conducted almost 
1182 interviews on campus for 93 full time positions and 
96 internships.  Complete the OCR workshop or the OCR 
tutorial on our website at Baruch.cuny.edu/careers.
FUN FACT
OCR PROGRAM
Mastering the Job Interview: Basic
Monday, February 8th, 12:30-2:00 PM, VC 2-190
Learn how to eﬀ ectively prepare for a job interview and present 
the BEST You.
Writing Winning Resumes
Wednesday, February 10th, 12:30-2:00 PM, VC 2-190
Learn how to create a Baruch speciﬁ c resume that can help you 
land a job.
Interview Prep Workshop with TARGET
Thursday, February 11th, 12:30-2:15 PM, VC 3-125 
Join us and gain insider tips on how to prepare for interviews 
from Target representatives.
Summer Opportunities with Government, 
Thursday, February 11th, 3:00–4:00 PM, VC 2-190
Learn how to conduct a successful internship search for any 
federal government summer opportunities. 
SAVE THE DATE
EVENTS
“The new semester brings forth many more career opportunities, and you can stay on top 
of them by being organized and prepared! Keeping a planner helps you anticipate application 
deadlines and interview priorities, and remember it is never too early to start your career 
planning.”
--MICHELLE SHEU
PEER FOR CAREER
PEER TIP OF THE WEEK
 CHECK OUT THIS WEEK’S WORDS OF WISDOM FROM PEERS FOR CAREERS, AMBASSADORS OF SCDC
AIESEC MEMBER RECRUITMENT 
11:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. | VC 2nd Floor Lobby | Free
3 STEPS TO SUCCESS WITH ALPHA KAPPA PSI 
5:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. | VC 2-125 | Free

